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Al Gore Visits Boston Latin School 


By Sasua Friep-Snoap, I 


& Lippy Surose, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


On Monday, March 31, Mayor 
Thomas M. Menino announced his plans 
to continue the “greening” of Boston at 
a press conference held in our 
very own auditorium at Boston 
Latin School. Eighty Youth CAN 
members, environmental science 
classes, and faculty members rep- 
resented the school at the unveil- 
ing, and members of the media 
were also in attendance. The most 
exciting visitor, however, was none 
other than former Vice President 
and climate change advocate Al- 
bert Gore. The 62-year-old Nobel 
Peace Prize winner was in town 
for a speaking engagement, and 
he came to support the work of 
Mayor Menino. 

Gore, a graduate of Harvard 
University, has his roots as an envi- 
ronmental activist in Boston, and 
was eager to the see the continued 
efforts of the city to promote sus- 
tainability and alternative energy 
solutions. “Mayor Menino is a 
leading U.S: Mayor who has stood 


by me to push for solutions to 
the climate crisis here in Boston, 


throughout New England, and in 

Washington, D.C.,” 
“Pm proud to be with him here 

today as he leads by example and contin- 

ues to push an innovative green agenda 

for the City of Boston.” 

Gore also explained how the climate 
crisis related to the nation’s security and 
economic crises. “There’s a common 
thread running through...and if you grab 
hold of it, our ridiculous overdependence 


on carbon-based fuels, and you pull that 
thread, they all begin to unravel, and you 
hold in your hand the answer, which is 
this big shift to renewable energy and to 
efficiency and to conservation.” 

Menino spelled out the “green 
agenda,” detailing his plans for Renew 


Boston, a program designed to help the 
city reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. 
“We're gonna change Beantown into 
Greentown,” Menino announced with a 
smile. The city will spend 6.5 million dol- 
lars in federal stimulus money under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, aided by contributions from the Barr 
Foundation and the Boston Foundation. 


_REBECCA SHAKING HANDS WITH AL GORE 


Part of the plan is to weatherize homes, 
fund solar electric and wind energy 
projects, and fund green construction 
projects. Menino wants to make Boston 
a “model green city” and “foster a low- 
carbon economy that supports investment 
and job creation.” In April 2007, Menino 


for the establishment of the Boston 
Climate Action Leadership Committee. 
This 21-member committee will advise 
the mayor on climate-related activities. 
Specifically, the committee will focus on 
new policies for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, educating Boston residents 
about alternative energy, and brain- 
storming other initiatives to help 
reach the city’s pre-established goals. 
The committee is co-chaired by 
James Hunt, Boston Latin alumnus 
and the Mayor’s Chief of Environ- 
ment and Energy and boasts other 
members such as Harvard professor 
James McCarthy, Bus Ris, President 
of the New England Aquarium, City 
Councilor John Connolly, and Mark 
Buckley, Vice President of Staples. 
The committee also has one seat for 
a youth representative, which BLS 
Youth CAN was allowed to select. 
Rebecca Park, Class IV, was chosen 
to serve on the committee as the 
voice for Youth CAN and other 
Boston youth focused on the issue 
of climate change. 

Gore provided closing remarks, 
encouraging students to continue 
their work. He recounted the 1961 
challenge that President John F. Ken- 
nedy presented to the United States 

- to land aman on the moon within the 


signed an executive order that calls to 
cut annual gas emissions by 70 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2012, and by 80 
percent below 1990 levels by 2050. While 
the economy has slowed the process of 
reaching these goals, Menino is still eager 
to meet them and is exploring many op- 
tions to do so. 

The Renew Boston order also calls 


Me decade. When Apollo 13 succeeded, 


the Vice President pointed out, many 

of the instrumental participants, such 
as the engineers in NASA's Mission Con- 
trol, were 18 when the challenge was given, 
the same age as many of the students in 
Gore’s audience. 

Gore later spoke at the Citi Per 
forming Arts Center (formerly known as 
the Wang Theatre) as part of the “Speaker 
Series: The Minds the Move the World.” 


Eruption? Without a Doubt 


volcanic emissions were composed of more heavily near the base of the volcano 


By Racuet McKay, II 


Starr WRITER 


Mount Redoubt in the Alaskan Ke- 
nai Peninsula Borough suddenly erupted 
on March 22, 2009, spewing ash clouds 
65,000 feet into the air. The volcano 
erupted 18 times in 10 to 20 minute 
intervals, sending aircrafts and people 
running for cover. 

The Alaska Volcano Observa- 
tory predicted that Mount Redoubt, 
known in Russian as Sopka Redutskaya, 
would erupt on January 30. It finally 
showed signs of volcanic activity on 
March 15. 

As ash streams of 15,000 feet 
were ejected from Mount Redoubt, 
a danger level rose to orange. The 


water vapor, carbon dioxide and sulfur 
dioxide. 

The United 
States Geological 
Survey (USGS) 
initiated the 
emergency code 
red on March 22. 
In certain places, 
the volcanic emis- 
sions, mostly rock 
fragments, were a 
quarter inch to 
half an inch thick. 
Although the size 


ASH CLOUD VISIBLE FROM MILES AROUND 


than on the adjacent cities. 

Mount Re- 
doubt, the mas- 
sive 9,000 foot 
strato-volcano 
in the Alaskan 
Aleutian Range, 
has erupted 
five times since 
1900. The most 
recent seismic 
movements have 
heightened the 
P danger awareness 
of the “Ring of 


of the rocks was dangerous, it posed 
minimal threat to inhabitants of the 
eon area. oe the ash fell 


Fire,” a band of volcanos encircling the 
Pacific. 
Mudslides resulting from the 


listening ear to problematic people who 
decide to reveal their secrets, but there 


are some things that should be kept in 


_ the dark. Matthew and Laura Easton, a 


_ eBay. The couple, who have been filed a 


_ couple living in San Marcos with their 
three children, appeared on the doctor’s 


show and boasted of shoplifting $100,000 
worth of goods, which they had sold on 


case of eee before, have not been 


eruption threatened six million gallons 
of crude oil stored near the volcano. 
Scorched trees, ash, debris and sur- 
faced magma did not ameliorate the 
relief situation. Although currently 
inactive, Mount Redoubt still poses a 
threat to the oil supply, as well as the 
ecosystem. 

Luckily, nobody was harmed by 
the most recent eruption. Anchorage, 
the capital of Alaska, remained ash-free. 
Car and airplane engines, however, were 
clogged up with the airborne volcanic ash 
spouted by Mount Redoubt. 

Mount Redoubt is evidence that 
our planet is not entirely safe. Its pres- 
ence reminds us that we should be pre- 
pared for any natural disaster, no matter 
how big or small. 


call “easy money.” [AP] 

>>>Kong Lin, a 27-year-old from China, 
swallowed a borrowed pair of nail scis- 
sors while laughing at a friend’s joke. 
He had been using them as a toothpick 
after a meal. Chen Wei, the surgeon who 
helped Lin, stated that he had “difficulty 
swallowing, and blood was mixed with his 
saliva.” Fortunately, the removal lasted 
thirty minutes and Lin left with only a 


small wound in his throat. [AP] 


Spring has sprung, and as I write 
this, there are certainly April showers. 
But the other marvelous thing that April 
brings is — vacation. A lovely spring break 
will do us all well, and we will come back 
refreshed for the remaining month of 
school (oh, I mean, 2.5 months for all of 


the non-seniors...). 

April also means Opening Day for 
Major League Baseball teams. The Red 
Sox will finally come back into our lives, 
as Red Sox Day reminded all of us. Sports 
editors are usually the ones to talk about, 
well, sports, but the Red Sox affects all of 
us — the noise, the traffic, the utter joy or 
despair of everyone around the Massachu- 
setts area the day after a game. 

The New York Yankees (boo, hiss) 
opened their 2009 season with a gorgeous 
new stadium, but with star player A-Rod 
under suspicions of steroid abuse, for once 


World’s Cheapest Car: 


By Davin Ma, II 


ASSISTANT NE Ws: Epiror — 

Tata Motors of India recently un- 
veiled its newest and cheapest product, a 
car aptly named the Nano. Also known as 
the “People’s Car,” the Nano promises to 
deliver all the amenities of a regular car, 
but at a fraction of the cost—100,000 
rupees, or approximately $2,500 USD. 
When the car was intro- gma 
duced in late January to the | 
Indian automotive industry, 
it turned heads all around 
the world. 

Tata offers the car in 
three different versions: the | 
basic Tata Nano Standard, | 
the Cx, and the Lx. The ba- © 
sic Tata Nano Standard does 
not have the usual luxuries | 
such as air conditioning, , 
powered windows, central _ 
locking system, et cetera. | 
On the other hand, the Cx @ 
and Lx versions deliver the 
functions of the car most —— 


der to access the trunk space. Also, rather 
than having the usual two windshield 
wipers, the Nano only requires one. Most 
surprisingly, however, parts of the exterior 
are glued together rather than welded. 
Questions are raised about the 
overall safety of the Nano due to this 
startlingly fragile aspect of the car. Tata’s 
Nano does not have air bags or antilock 
brakes — neither of which are required in 
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leaving the Sox with the leg up, instead 
of the usual underdog story. Once again, 
we pray to Wally the Green Giant to let 
this season have an outcome worthy of 
the Hall of Fame. Maybe we could even 
break records this year, like Most Times 
Playing Sweet Caroline to Drunken Col- 
lege Students Who Can’t Actually Afford 
Fenway Park Tickets. Now maybe that’s 
a story that could keep the G/ode in busi- 
ness. Wallyspeed! 


---Queen Arsem-O’ Malley, I 
& Chenglin Yuan, I 


Tata Nano 


Nano. One huge benefit is the environ- 
mental friendliness of the Nano. This 
pint sized car averages an amazing mile- 
age, a whopping 55.5 miles per gallon. 
Plus, Tata Motors says the car emits less 
carbon dioxide than most motorbikes. 
It also reports that it is developing some 
other very innovative and eco-friendly 
initiatives, some of which are personally 
maintained by Mr. Ratan Tata himself, the 
owner of Tata Motors. According 
to Mr. Tata, the Nano will soon 
be available with compressed-air 
engines, an engine which utilizes 
compressed air as the main energy 
source. Tata is also rumored to 
be in the progress of creating an 
electrical version of the Nano, 
entitled the E-Nano. Reported 
to boast solar panels, the new E- 
Nano might very well turn out to 
be the “world’s cheapest electric 
car” which would be even more 
eco-friendly. 

If the Tata Nano’s safety 
ncreases to meet U.S. stan- 


people are familiar with today. The Nano 
is powered by a 33 horsepower engine, 
capable of averaging 65 miles per hour. 
It even has a trunk just big enough for a 
standard-size duffel bag. 

What makes the Tata Nano so eco- 
nomical is its size. The four-door Nano is 
approximately ro feet long by 5 feet wide, 
smaller than the average 13 to 15 feet long 
by 6 to 7 feet wide car. Compared to its 
closest rival on the market, the similar 
Indian automobile Maruti 800, the Nano 
has 21 percent more interior space and an 
8 percent smaller exterior but is still half 
the price of the Maruti 800. 

Tata also took unconventional steps 
to help reduce the price of the Nano for 
the average consumer. For instance, the 
trunk of the Nano does not open. Instead, 
the rear seats must be folded down in or 
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India. As Time Magazine reports, “Tata, 
which has the only crash-test facility in 
the country, said that the Nano ‘exceeds 
current regulatory requirements.’ And 
while it is not a deathtrap — it has crumple 
zones, seat belts and strong seat anchors 
— it is worth bearing in mind that total 
vehicle crash testing (rather than just fron- 
tal impact), airbags and antilock braking 
systems are not mandatory.” India is cur 
rently responsible for eight percent of the 
world’s total car fatalities but it is home to 
less than one percent of the world’s total 
cars. More than 90,000 Indian citizens 
are killed on the country’s roads every 
year. Introducing a deluge of Nanos onto 
the highways and roads may bring more 
— and unwelcome — headlines. 

While its safety is questionable, 
there are several advantages to owning a 


1996 Third Place 
Suffolk University 
High School 
Competition 


1998 New England 


dards, one may wonder how the 
American automobile industry might be 
affected. As one senior states, “I person- 
ally would not buy a Nano if it became 
available in the U.S.. My reasoning is that 
even if the safety benchmark is raised, 
the small size of the car would be at a 
disadvantage when travelling down the 
highway next to American SUV’s and 
retail trucks. The car would get totally 
smashed if it was in a car accident. But 
the mileage on the Tata is crazy; I wish 
my car had that kind of mileage.” 

As I am writing this article at 8:21 


pm on a Friday night in the photography 


lab in BLS, the Tata Nano is being widely 
released in-India. Perhaps one day, after 
passing the required safety tests, the Nano 
will be released in the United States as 
one of the first cost and energy-efficient 
vehicle. 


1997 New England 
Scholastic Press 


78 AVENUE LOUIS PASTEUR Scholastic Press tic Press 
BOSTON MAS? Le Association “Assocation , 
Petere Veritatem Achievement Award Award 
The Argo strives, in accordance with the highest standards 
of journalism, to inform and inspire its readers, to provide a forum 2007 First Place 
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members of the Boston Latin School community. Newspaper Competition 
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BLCDC Takes the Initiative 


By NorMan Zuu, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Boston Latin Community Develop- 
ment Corps (BLCDC) was founded three 
years ago by Galin Ma (07) and Thomas 
Luo (07). This club, run by a group of 
motivated individuals, organized biweekly 
activities such as workshops that raise 
awareness of various communities in 
Boston. Since then, BLCDC has changed 
dramatically, both in terms of leadership 
and its overall structure. Now headed by 
President Lisa Zhang (I), Vice-Presidents 
Norman Zhu (I) and Raymond Zhou (1), 
and Treasurer Jie Wen Lei (1), the club 
has expanded its original mission and 
has also actively expanded its presence. 
Its goal, however, remains the same—to 
empower individuals through knowledge 
and awareness. 

With awareness as its main objec- 
tive, BLCDC worked on a major project 
this year—a PowerPoint presentation on 
various issues plaguing Boston. The offi- 
cers sought to educate their members on 
a variety of issues ranging from the state 
deficit to the homeless. This presenta- 
tion event directly informed members 
of problems that affect their daily lives. 
Club member Ahmed Sirage (I) said, 
“the presentation taught me a lot about 
gentrification, the removal of tenants 


by rich developers. I feel that the issue 
is complex because it’s beneficial to the 
area yet detrimental to the displaced resi- 
dents.” The informative and intriguing 
PowerPoint presentation helped promote 
overall awareness. 

BLCDC also organizes a yearly Chi- 
natown tour where members are shown 
various historical sites by the Chinese 
Progressive Association (CPA) and in- 
formed of the historical significance of 
each location as well as ongoing issues 
that face the community. The Chinatown 
tour was a successful event where officers 
and members got to learn more about 
Chinatown. Parents also contacted the 
club in order to participate in the tour. 
Despite the frigid weather, the officers 
were delighted that many chose to attend 
that day. 

Their Chinatown tour had been an 
old tradition due to the club’s connec- 
tion with the CPA. Since then, however, 
BLCDC has also attempted to expand its 
network. The organization has managed 
to contact the Fenway Community De- 
velopment Corporation, Massachusetts 
Affordable Housing Alliance; and Allston 
Brighton CDC. Officers and members 
alike are seeking to establish ties with 
other community organizations. Through 
the efforts of External Liaisons Elizabeth 
Ko (1) and Amy Zhao (IID, the outreach 


plan will hopefully allow members to learn 
more about these communities and find 
opportunities to volunteer there. 

The BLCDC officers also emphasize 
the importance 
of giving back to 
the community. 
Each meeting, 
they update club 
members about 
the various vol- 
unteering and 
job opportuni- 
ties related to the 
community or- 
ganizations. Past 
events this year 
include holiday 
gift-wrapping and 
the promotion of 
tree growth in —-—- 
itrisenees with ff Asian American 
Civic Association. 

Despite the serious issues they often 
discuss in their club, BLCDC is not without 
fun and games. Some of their major events 
are in the format of games. Participants 
often have fun while learning about the 
problems that afflict their communities 
and enjoying complimentary refreshments. 
Each month they also have one mini-activ- 
ity, in which members spend time focusing 
on connecting with the each other in an 


_ GIVING THE COMMUNITY A HELPING HAND 


assortment of different games. One past ac- 
tivity was the human knots game, in which 
the club sought to untangle itself from a 
mess of held hands. Helen Zhao (IID) says, 
“I loved the hu- 
man knot game 
because it was a 
chance to bond 
with other mem- 
bers.” Through 
these mini-activ- 
ities, the club has 
demonstrated 
the importance 
of learning about 
=other people as 
2well as commu- 
nity issues. 

As the 
year approaches 
its end, BLCDC 
is preparing to shift its gears and hand 
over the club to the next set of future 
officers. While doing so, it hopes to 
continue to attract members despite the 
not-so-distant end of the year. One ma- 
jor future event that BLCDC hopes to 
have new members participate in is the 
planting of trees. Through the planting 
of trees, the officers hope to plant a sense 
of active community participation into 
their members that will be passed along 
to future members as well. 


MICHELL! 


Francophonie Performance a Huge Success 


By RAcHEL O'DONNELL, I 


& VANESSA Soares, III 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


The N a oe ee dela Fran- | 


cophonie, a celebration of French culture 
from all around the world, was held this 
year at Milton High School and Boston 
Latin School was one 
of thirteen schools that 
participated in this 
event. Representatives 
from several consulates 
of the French world 
and members of the 
French New England 
academic community 
attended the gather 


Students from 
the BLS French Club 
were invited to perform 
a play. Their theatrical 
rendition, Les Racines 
Profondes de l'Histoire, 
or The Deep Roots 
of History, describes 
the historical founda- 
tion behind Barack 
Obama’s presidency 
- and incorporates the 
several historical icons 


which inspired a demand for change and 
equality in other countries and established 
the purpose of government as the protec 


tion of people’s rights to “life, liberty and 


the pursuit of happiness.” The histories of 
Toussaint 2Ouverture, who led the Hai- 


tian Revolution, and Jean Baptiste Point 
Du Sable, the father of Chicago, also made 


THE FRENCH CLUB THEATER CREW LEAD BY MADAME BRUN 


Michéle Marinthe Vlahos, was the most 
notable among the performances due to its 
educational value, incorporation of French 


~ culture, and connection to current events. 


Every member in the audience had fol- 


‘lowed the 2008 presidential election, but 


many were not fully informed of the story 
behind LOuverture and Du Sable’s contri- 

butions. The BLS 
students educat- 
ed many through 
their performance 
while bringing the 
play to life with 
their engaging act- 
ing skills. The stu- 
dents were proud 
to present their 
piece in front of 
over 900 people. 
They were also able 
to practice French 
pronunciation and 
listening skills in 
a completely dif 
ferent manner and 
setting. Many stu- 
dents from other 
schools congratu- 
lated the BLS ac- 
tors on their out- 
ee standing show, 


who preceded Obama. In the play, the 
provenance of Obama’s success is traced 
to the ideals of the American Revolution, 


Every year, April Fool's Day comes : 


and goes, but the hoaxes, jokes, and scares 
remain thanks to their sheer entertain- — 
ment value. Here are some of this year’s 
greatest ones. 

‘iaiens Aatneiate On April 1, 
Gmail released its Autopilot program, 
which supposedly. reads and responds 
to your e-mails for you, using its new 
artificially. intelligent personality called 
CADIE, Cognitive Autoheuristic Dis- 
mibuted-Inrelligeeece Entity. The new 
_ programs was supposed to mirror your 


up a significant portion of the play. 
The drama, written by Madame 


PEs Brun ae the help of bE eas 


\pril Fools 2009 — 


3) Moe to sustralis, because everything 


communication ae He depling no 
_ dreds of your previous e-mail messages. 
aqninos: All of YouTube’s videos 


_ were flipped upside down!-On their web- 
_ page, they said, “Our internal tests have 
shown that modern.computer monitors 
give a higher quality picture when flipped 


upside down—kind of like how it’s best to 
rotate your mattress every six months.” 


To see videos in their new format, neti~ 
zens were advised to ) 1) Turn the: monitor, 


upside-down; 2) Imagine there is water in - 
your ear and tilt your head to the side; of 


praising them for 
the difficulty of the play and the ease in 
which they communicated in French. 


there is upside-down. 
Conficker Worm: The deadly 
Conficker virus was announced to activate 


in millions of PCs worldwide on April 1, 


scaring many people. This did not happen, 
it was simply an April Fool’s joke. The 
virus itself, however, is not a scam; the 
only fake part was the activation date. So 
unfortunately, personal computers may 
‘still be in grave danger. 

Organic Air: In honor of April 


’ Fool's Day, Whole Foods-Market’s website « 


Teachers from other schools were amazed 

at the students’ eloquence and their level 

of comfort with the French language. 
Each partnering school also provided 


an enthralling variety of performances, 


ranging from theatrical productions to 
songs to cultural dances. Crystal Ramirez 
(IID says the event was “diverse, historical 
and musical. It was a learning experience. 
Some of the songs I couldn’t get out of my 
head at the end of the show.” Each student 
at the event was encouraged to participate 
in French-speaking cultures in new, differ 
ent ways. 

One of the sponsors at the jamboree 
asked the audience who owned an MP3 
player. Her response was followed by a sea 
of hands. She then asked who had French 
songs on their music player, which resulted 
in many retracting hands. She urged stu- 
dents to spread the French culture by lis- 
tening to French music more often in their 
day-to-day lives. With today’s technology, it 
is easy for anyone to listen to French radio 
online, pick up a French book at the library, 
or download some French music. 

The main point of the Journée de la 
Francophonie is that learning French is not 
just being able to regurgitate answers on 
a test. Rather, the purpose of learning the 
language of romance is for its real world 
application. By participating in the 2009 
Francophonie celebration, BLS students 
showed that they truly understand the 
purpose of learning. 


remodeled itself. As their “Sure Deal” 
featured product, they advertised “organic 
air” in .o2-ounce bottles at $6.99 each. 
They were said to come in “sea breeze,” 
“mountain wind,” and varieties of salt and 
vinegar flavors. 

Walkers Cri-shhps: England’s 
famous Walkers potato chip company re- 
vealed that they have designed noise-free 
chips, allowing people to eat their snacks 
at the movies without disturbing others. 
These chips are real, but are simply regular 
chips that have been-pre-crushed. 
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By YUKUN Li, I 


News Eprtror 


On March 23, 2009, a revolutionary 
project was unveiled at the Game Devel- 
opers conference. After seven years of 
work in stealth mode, the gaming service 
OnLive has finally made itself known to 
the public. 

The unique concept behind OnLive 
is high-quality gaming without the hard- 
ware. Instead of having to buy consoles 
or high-end computers to play specific 
games, gamers will be able to play with 
nothing more than a broadband internet 
connection, some sort of display or moni- 
tor, and the comfortably light OnLive 
client. The trick here is that the heavy 
graphics processing will occur at OnLive 
datacenters and the video image gener 
ated by these processors can be streamed 
by the gamer. There is an estimated de- 
lay of one millisecond, which allows for 
smooth real-time gameplay. 

OnLive Corporate Executive Offi- 
cer Steven Perlman, a previous employee 
at electronic giants Microsoft and Apple, 
has revealed that this novel gaming 
concept is made possible by special data 
compression methods. Conventional 
compression takes longer because of the 
need to both compress and decompress 
data packets. Perlman’s method over 
comes this obstacle, but the entrepreneur 
has not revealed how the technology 
really works. 

The advantages of such an approach 


AIG Takes 


By KyLe Moore-Anberson, IIT 
STAFF WRITER 


Over the past twelve months, the 
line at the taxpayer’s window has included 
General Motors, Ford Motor Company, 
Chrysler, Citigroup, Bank of America, 
and countless other financial institutions. 
Huge names in America’s illustrious his- 
tory, falling victim to avarice, lack of over 
sight, or just plain bad management. But 
the mother of all the bailout stories has 
to be American International Group 
(AIG). 

At one time, AIG was the Ae 
est insurance com- ee 
pany in the world. It 
originated in Shang- 
hai, China in 1919 to © 
sell life insurance in 
the populous coun- 
try. Its growth spurt 
took place under the 
direction of Hank 


SEB Te 


to gaming are numerous. First of all, the 
use of datacenters eliminates the need for 
constant hardware upgrades. Nowadays, 
gaming console users have to buy a new 
console every few years or so to keep 
up with the never-ending release of new 
games. Computer gamers suffer from the 
same problem, which re- 
quires them to constantly 
upgrade their computers. 
The use of datacenter 
processors allows people 
to play games on any sort 
of display screen — com- 
puters, laptops, televi- 
sions, etc. — saving them 
money while preserving 
top-notch graphics. 
With the absence 
of hardware, the issue of 
piracy also disappears, 
since all the data is stored 
on the company’s servers. 
This is a dream come 
true for the video game 
industry. Unfortunately, 


NEws 
OnLive Officially Online 
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also profit from OnLive’s success due to 
the large amounts of graphic processors 
needed at the datacenters. 

Despite all the hype, many skep- 
tics remain. One issue that many have 
brought up is the bandwidth require- 
ment. The minimum broadband connec- 


ANY GAME. ANY TIME. IT'S ALL IN THERE. 
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blog CrunchGear succinctly summarizes 
the problem: “If [OnLive] want{[s]} to 
serve 20,000 people at a time, they'll 
need 20,000 computers or the equivalent 
thereof. Even at the hugely conservative 
estimate of $1000 per machine, that’s $20 
million just to start. Is growth sustainable? 
Is the revenue 
sufficient?” Perl- 
man and his sup- 
porters, howev- 
er, are confident 
that the amount 
of gamers who 
will subscribe 
to OnLive’s ser 
vice will gener- 
ate more than 
enough revenue 
to account for 
zthe essential 
= but costly hard- 
= ware. 
8 No mat- 
8 ter how much 
doubt there is 


the potential success of 

OnLive could cripple gaming giants 
Microsoft, Sony, and Nintendo. Gaming 
consoles would become obsolete, com- 
pletely destroying their sales. Retailers’ 
profits would also plummet. Without 
the need for game discs, the middleman 
would be removed from the picture, 
resulting in huge increases in profit for 
the actual game creators. High-end chip 
companies such as Intel and Nvidia would 


Advantage 


of the bailout arrived, it was reported 
that AIG executives went on a lavish 
California retreat that cost nearly half 
a million dollars in spa treatments, golf 
outings, and banquets. Next came an 
expensive English hunting trip just days 
before receiving 85 billion dollars in 
emergency loans. 

The brokers responsible for all the 
financial derivative (CDOs and CDSs) 
that went bad (AIG Financial Products 
Group) were scheduled to receive bo- 
nuses. The company said that they were 
retention loans, claiming the money was 
necessary because they needed these 

individuals to stay with 
the company in order to 
dismantle the disaster they 
created. In other words, 
those responsible for es- 
gsentially bankrupting the 
glargest insurance company 
Boge in the world were getting 

<bonuses for their damag- 


Greenberg when he — 
changed the focus from individual insur- 
ance to corporate insurance. (Greenberg, 
incidentally, is currently involved in liti- 
gation with AIG’s current management.) 
The same stock in AIG that sold for over 
100 dollars a share less than three years 
ago is presently hovering around 1 dollar. 
If it were not for the bailout money, the 
stock would be totally worthless. 

AIG’s problems stem from the 
wholesale participation of their Financial 
Products Group in the risky financial 
derivative market, credit default swaps 
(CDS), and credit default obligations 
(CDO).When the real estate bubble 
burst and some individuals stopped pay- 
ing their mortgages, the bets AIG made 
went bad—they were unable to meet 
their obligations. The federal govern- 
ment labeled AIG “too big to fail,” and 
consequently made them one of the first 
bailout recipients. 

The week after the first installment 


——————= ing work. U.S. taxpayers 
rewarded those responsible for being 
irresponsible. 

The Chairman of the House Finan- 
cial Services Committee, Barney Frank, 
and members of both the House of Rep- 
resentatives and Congress, were outraged. 
Protesters rallied in front of AIG’s head- 
quarters carrying signs demanding justice. 
Secretary of the Treasury Tim Geithner 
and President Obama vowed to use every 
legal avenue to block the bonuses. Even- 
tually, legislation was passed to tax the 
bonuses at a rate of 95 percent. 

But here is the second half of the 
rub: Most of the executives in the AIG 
Financial Product Group reside in Great 
Britain, and are therefore not subject to 


US. taxes. A few chose to give back the . 


money, but not all. More than one of the 
these executives made over 100 million 
dollars in salary and bonuses last year. The 
story is not done on AIG. Stay tuned ~ it’s 
your money. Outraged, you bet. 


tion needed is 1.5 megabits per second 
(Mbps) for standard resolution and a 
speed of roMbps is required for 1080p 
high-definition resolution. In most U.S. 
and Canadian households, the provided 
connection is simply not that fast. This 
would severely restrict OnLive’s number 
of customers. 
The financial implications of this 
Bre also pose a potential problem. 
Devin Coldewey from the technology 


The Clock 


By Apa Lin, II 


& ALENA WOLFLINK, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


In the Darfur region of Sudan, in- 
ternal displacement camps have been the 
lifelines for approximately 2.7 million dis- 
placed Darfuris. The various humanitarian - 
groups that trickle in day by day provide 
necessary food, water, and supplies: the 
only support that the refugees receive. 
Malnourished children languish in the hot 
and dry tents and countless refugees suffer 
from deadly contagious diseases without 
medical attention. 

On March 4, 2009, this lifeline was 
cut when Omar 
Hassan al-Bashir, 
President of Su- ~ 
dan since 1989, 
ordered the ex- 
pulsion of thir 
teen international 
and three national 
humanitarian aid 
groups, many of 
which had played 
an integral role 
in the survival of © 
so many Darfu- 


of its future 
success, the company has obtained some 
very optimistic followers with their initial 
tests and demonstrations. As of March, 
OnLive Inc. has received funding total- 
ing up to 16.5 million from Warner Bros., 
Maverick Capital, and Autodesk. The 
gaming service is currently in closed beta 
testing phase and plans to conduct public 
testing during the summer. Official public 
release is scheduled for winter of 2009. 


is Ticking 


rapes, and forced displacements in what _ 


many have labeled a genocide. 

The ICC's warrant means that al- 
Bashir can be arrested if he enters any 
country that has ratified the International 
Criminal Court, but that while he remains 
in his own country, he retains both secu- 
rity and power. In recent weeks, he has 
shown his contempt for the ICC's juris- 
diction by traveling to countries that are 
not signatories of the tribunal. The Arab 
League, a 22-member organization of 
Arab states, showed their support of the 
Sudanese president by inviting al-Bashir 
to attend their summit in Qatar. 

Al-Bashir promises to replace the 


humanitarian or 


ganizations that 
he expelled with 
local Sudanese 
humanitarian or 
ganizations. His 
| reasoning behind 
the expulsions was 
his belief that the 
international aid 
organizations were 
spying for foreign 
'=governments, and 


‘A SUDANESE GIRL DISPLACED BY DARFUR CRISIS Passing on false 


ris. The result is 
650,000 people left without healthcare 
and a slow depletion of resources in the al- 
ready under-funded camps. An estimated 
one million refugees are left without aid. 

Al-Bashir’s expulsion of non-gov- 
ernmental organizations in Darfur is a 
direct reaction to the recent issuance of an 
arrest warrant against him, from the Inter- 
national Criminal Court (ICC). The ICC, 
a tribunal that tries individuals for crimes 
against humanity, war crimes, and geno- 
cide, has never issued an arrest warrant for 
a sitting head of state. Al-Bashir's warrant 
cited two counts of war crimes and five 
counts of crimes against humanity. In the 
past five years in Darfur, there were over 
450,000 deaths and countless casualties, 


information about 
Darfur. Oxfam has since released a state- 
ment affirming their position as a non- 
governmental organization, and denied 
any espionage activity. 

Activists in the United States have 
taken action on the issue, reminding 
President Obama to do the same. The 
President released statements condon- 
ing the genocide, and named retired Air 
Force General Scott Gration as a special 
envoy to Sudan. Senator John Kerry, 
Chair of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, is leading a Congressional 
delegation to Sudan, the first since 2007. 
The delegation plans to meet with senior 
Sudanese officials and hopefully progress 
will be made. 
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By CourTENEY SMITH, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, the tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door.” This inscription on the Statue of Liberty 
is more than just a statement of purpose—it is the true ideology 
of the United States of America. A course in United States history 
inevitably begins with the description of the U.S.A. as a melting 
pot—and indeed, most will agree to some extent, that it is. In any 
given time period in US. history, one can find and relate to someone 
doing something somewhere in the United States. 

Going back for hundreds of years, American history is both 
exciting and revolutionary. Before the American patriots rebelled 
at Lexington and Concord, there had been no modern, successful 
revolt in world history. The patriots were innovative, imaginative 
and, most importantly, willing to fight for a righteous cause. The 
emergence of the fledgling democracy into the vast regions of the 
Old World across the wide Atlantic Ocean jumpstarted the nation’s 
growth and ideals. The transformation of the United States froma 
relatively insignificant colony to the world’s superpower in a little 
over 200 years is both fascinating and inspiring. 

Even in European history—a subject many Boston Latin School 
students love to uphold as the antithesis of American history—the 
ideas and innovations of American thinkers make a difference. 
Though European thinkers influenced the American Revolution, it 
was the actions of the American patriots that influenced revolutions 
across Europe. Americans invented bifocals, the electric telegraph, 
and the refrigerator, the innovations that changed the world. 
Following the Gilded Age, America emerged as a titan in the steel 
industry, and suddenly, the backwater country had become a major 
world power. By the dawn of the twentieth century, Americans had 
entered the global stage as the symbol of freedom and stability in 
an increasingly tumultuous world. The entrance of the Americans 
turned the tide of World War I in favor of the Allies when the two 
sides had been suffering through years of warfare during which 
little land changed hands. American entered World War II in order 
to defend her allies against the advances of the fascist regimes of 
Mussolini and Hitler. American history, and therefore, American 
history classes, go beyond the boundaries of the country and encircle 
the globe. No one can help but be affected by American history. 

Some say that American history is pedantic—a list of laws, 
tariffs and treaties that becomes repetitive and boring. But is Europe 
not the same? For countless generations, Europeans fought wars, 
watched helplessly as millions died of the plague, and then, fought 
more wars. Even in the comparatively brief period of time that the 
United States has existed, it has been broken and reforged for the 
better. As for the accusation that all of American history is laws and 
tariffs, it is true; there are a lot of them. But the most interesting part 
of American history is the way people react to these laws and tariffs. 
When Congress passed the 18th Amendment in 1919—Prohibition, 
or the ban on all sales of alcohol in the country—the citizens 
fought against the law by bringing the matter to court, bombarding 
representatives with letters and telegraphs, and fighting for what 
they believed to be right. And they won—Prohibition was repealed 
in 1933. In a European nation, these democratic ideals of liberty 
and equality exist but are often not very successful. For example, 
the French Revolution was supposed to bring liberty, brotherhood 
and equality to the people of France. Instead, it launched the Reign 
of Terror and produced the guillotine. 

America is not perfect—no country is—but learning about 
its struggles to become a model of freedom and equality can inspire 
one to reach for greater heights and to take America beyond what it 
is today. If we could create the moving assembly line, put a man on 
the moon and help unite the world under the United Nations in only 
two hundred years, what can we do in the next two hundred? We are 
American history. Someday, it will be our names that children read 
about in textbooks, our words and discoveries that change the world 
as we know it. How can one help but be fascinated by that idea? 


By Yaxi Wan, IT 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


According to College Board, Advanced Placement Modern 
European History “introduces students to cultural, economic, 
political, and social developments that played a fundamental role 
in shaping the world in which they live. Without this knowledge, 
we would lack the context needed to understand the development 
of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change 
in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current 
forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.” Certainly, 
when we consider the aspects of our world, the current economic 
and political systems of the United States are both derived from 
European roots—we follow the economic principles of a man named 
John Maynard Keynes, and much of our system of government is 
based on that of the British (i.e. the Magna Carta). The purpose of 
studying history is to gain perspective on the world around us. As 
John Hopkins stated eloquently in Amistad, “Who we are, is who 
they were,” and so, shouldn’t the history class we take be the one that 
covers the parts of history that have affected our lives the most? 

We are living in the United States, so it may seem as if the 
history of our country would be the most relevant course to take. 
It is important, however, to remember that we no longer live in 
isolation, and that the world is becoming more interconnected 
everyday. This implicates that it is now necessary to understand 
not only the history of our nation, but also that of the world. It 
just so happens that the course of Modern European History has 
affected the world in more ways than that of any other part of the 
globe. Seeing as none of us have the time to study the history of 
every nation and people on earth, the most effective route is to 
take European History. 

Three of the revolutions that have most affected the modern 
world began in Europe: the Scientific Revolution, the Industrial 
Revolution, and the French Revolution. These three revolutions 
have affected each person of every nation, and if these revolutions 
have yet to reach some peoples, they will one day. The thinkers 
that have greatly impacted the modern world were also European: 
Galileo Galilei, Issac Newton, Charles Darwin, and Karl Marx. 
Without studying these men, we would never be able to grasp 
why the modern world exists. Even in the realm of the arts, every 
major movement has taken place in Europe — students interested 
in taking Art History would find that the material in AP Euro has 
much more relevance in the history of Art than, say, the history of 
the United States. 

Ultimately, the study of European History is more relevant 
to our lives and our futures. The study of U.S. History is so focused 
and myopic that it is often not as useful. In contrast, AP Euro is 
a course that covers a wider range of areas and a longer span of 
time. Besides, so many aspects of U.S. History are encompassed 
by European History, that those who are eager to take AP US. 
would actually benefit from taking AP Euro first. For those who 
wish to take solely AP Euro (ha, as if that’s even possible under the 
dictatorial regime of the U.S. Department of Education), AP U.S. 
is not as helpful a course. 

Even if I have convinced you of the wonder and greatness of 
AP Euro, the course is still at disadvantage simply because it is not 
a mandatory course, while AP U.S. is. No matter what argument 
I make, the only people who will take the course are those who 
are willing to take an extra AP history class in addition to the U.S. 
History course they ate already taking. So here is the part where I 
try to convince you (sophomores) to take AP Euro instead of AP 
U.S. No matter what you have heard about AP Euro, it is really a 
very easy course. The workload is light, and other than the nightly 
reading, there is never any other homework, which is not the case 
in AP US. Tests are rare (also not the case in AP US.), and most 
importantly, you will be in a class with students who really love 
history (they are taking a auxiliary history course after all), and 
I don’t need to emphasize how important it is to be in a class in 
which not only the teacher is great (and the teacher is, in this case) 
but also your peers. 
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Forum 
Question 


Would you rather take AP U.S. His- 
tory or AP Modern Euro? 


“AP Modern Euro. I feel that many 
make the mistake of staying within our 
country’s boundaries, and not taking the 
opportunity to learn about the rest of the 
world.” _ 

— Vincent Duong, I 


“I would prefer Euro more only 
because you don’t just learn in the context 
of the United States, but on global, more 
European perspective. It also delves into 
religion, culture, various philosophies, etc., 
which I find more compelling.” 

——Finora Franck, I 


“T am currently taking AP US., 
but I would choose AP Euro because the 
information learned in AP Euro is sort of 
outside of what I would have a chance of 
encountering everyday because of where 
we live.” 


— Meghan Lowney, II 


“Id prefer to take AP USS. because it 

feels like a better choice. I’d use it more. 

It’s more important to learn USS. history. I 

don’t need to learn European history.” 
—Arivu Anukanth, IT] 


“AP US. because we’re required to 
take U.S. history in order to graduate. We 
live here and it’s important to learn about 
the country where we live.” 

— Bridget Yang, [V 
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Spotlight 


Enid Franco 


By Lypia Sovurouris, I _ 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER — 


Tam lucky to have known Enid Franco 
since our years at Boston Latin Academy; 
coming to Boston Latin School together 
as B-sies only strengthened our friendship. 
Those who know Enid well will agree that 
she is a kind-spirited individual, who is 
always willing to help others i in her own 
unique way. 

Enid has many | talents and interests, 
one of which includes learning the Italian 
language and culture. As juniors, Enid and I 
were fortunate to have Signora Myette for 
Italian 3. We learned molto about the culture 
of Italy, ranging from Italian cinematography 
and music to opera, art, and literature. Enid 
has an amazing passion for the Italian culture 
and language; when she speaks, she sounds 
like a native speaker! Often when we find 
ourselves chatting online (which we quite 
often do), she recommends great Italian 
songs or movies to me. 

The fact that she strives to connect 
what she learns in the classroom to the 
outside is amazing in itself, because it truly 
shows what strong interest she has in learn- 
ing more about Italy: This also explains why 
she takes AP Italian, a very difficult task to 
fulfill if coming in as a B-sie. Enid also took 
Facing History and Ourselves, where she 
challenged herself to learn more about what 
goes on outside the walls of BLS and in the 
real world. It deepened her understanding 
of the human race, and that we can do good 
just by helping others with their homework, 
or simply by listening to those who need it. 

Enid is also a great student in all of her 
other classes. Her favorite classes are those 


related to history and languages, two es 


she hopes to pursue in college. I 
Sey? Enid is tyoled i in extra : 


classical education. She has ae at the 


most importantly, Enid shows her « compas- 
sion for humanity as shown through her 
strong efforts in participating with STAND 
and the Gay Straight Alliance at BLS. — 

One thing that is always true of Enid 
is that she is always willing to help. When 
it comes to her friends and acquaintances, 
she is willing to put aside differences and just 
talk to you as an open-minded person. She 
helps in simple ways, whether it be helping 
her peers with something school-related, or 
comforting you when you are worried about 
something personal. Enid is always right by 
your side, and this is probably what sparks 
her interest in majoring in anthropology 
and politics. Simply put, she believes that 

“everyone is their own kind of genius,” as 

she once told me. That said, Enid always 
finds the best-in everyone and everything, 
a rare trait that not all of us have. I know 
that Enid will always be there for me and 
for others around her. 
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IDK My BFF Jill 


By QUEEN ArRSEM-O'MALLEY, I : 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Walk into any class, and you will see 
students bent over their tables, while a 
mysterious clicking noise fills the room. 
No, these students haven’t been turned 
into robots — they’re texting. If you haven't 
been around youngsters in a few years, 
it’s possible that you would have no idea 
what was going on. But as the 13-to-21 
demographic knows, texting is absolutely 
crucial to life in 2009. 

Despite its fairly recent rise to 
popularity, total revenue for text messag- 


ing services is predicted to reach 7.2 billion 


dollars in 2010. Texting has grown faster 
than Facebook; the phone industry has de- 
veloped around it, rolling out service plans 
and phone models designed specifically for 
the fast-fingered younger generation. 

The practice has spawned gold for 
advertisers, who are capitalizing on the 
obsession. But it has also spawned worry 
for teachers and parents. For a generation 
whose attention spans are already derided 
for being ridiculously short, instant and 
portable messages can only make things 
worse. 


There is also the problem of abus- 
ing the service academically: In 2002, at 
the University of Maryland, College Park, 
twelve students were caught using cell 
phones to cheat on an exam by having 
students outside 
of the class text 
answers to them. 
The students 
were discovered 
when a decoy 
answer key was | 
posted online. 
Students who 
gave the answers 
from the fake 
answer key were 
questioned and 
six immediately 
confessed to cheating. This incident was 
seven years ago, when text messaging was 
just beginning to gain popularity; since 
then, it has only become more prevalent 
among young, high school and college-age 
students. Text messaging has become yet 
another method of cheating that the aca- 
demic world has to find a way to navigate: 


the SATs have rules specifying the use of 


cell phones during the internationally- 


__YESLIGOT A TEXT MESSAGE Bett 2 


administered test, prohibiting use of them 
until students are completely out of the 
building. 

There are pros, of course. After the 
horrific 2007 massacre at Virginia Tech, of 
ficials began a text 
message alert sys- 
tem to communi- 
cate with students 
in the case of a dan- 
gerous situation, an 
idea that other col- 
leges have looked 
at. The school had 
|. previously used an 
e-mail alert sys- 
stem, but students 
™ complained that it 

wasn't immediate 
enough, and that text messaging would 
be more effective, because students con- 
stantly carry and check their phones. 

Amongst fears of cheating, tech- 
nological dependence, and a generation 
growing up with instant gratification in 
every aspect of their lives, society is slowly 
beginning to adapt to a new era of commu- 
nication and relationship development via 
160-character messages. 


It's Your Own Fault 


By Bospy FIvzPATRICK, IV 
STAFF WRITER 


If you read the newspaper-which, 
judging by frightening statistics, none of 
you do — you would have seen the front 
page of The Boston Globe, which states the 
fact that it is facing extinction. It may seem 
like everyone above a certain age reads the 
newspaper, and that adults will never give up 
their favorite get-me-up: a pot of coffee and 
the latest scoop on global misery. I mean, 
they never get tired of the local car crash, 
earthquake, or psychopath living across the 
street. Well, sorry, but this news source has 
left the building. 

Ever since the advent of the Internet, 
information has been able to be instanta- 
neously updated and incredibly reliable, so 
the Globe needed to jump on the bandwagon. 
It started off as a free way to get updates after 
reading the morning news. If anything hap- 


: Pirates of the Republic 


By Sancuay JAIN, IT 
See Sports EprTor | ine 


Several months ago, the world was 
introduced to the idea that pirates were not 
only still around, but quite active, as evi- 
denced by a rash of hijackings orchestrated 
by Somali groups along the Indian Ocean. 
While some people may choose to laugh it 
off, twenty-first century naval piracy is far 
too complicated and sad to be a laughing 
matter. 

Somali piracy is not a new phenom- 
enon; in fact, it has been going on for nearly 
twenty years. It began with the outbreak of 
the Civil War in Somalia in the early 1990s, 
and has continued steadily. Operating small 
motorboats, these pirates hijack massive 
trading vessels of all nations, and holding 
them for ransom. Though they are known 
for being generally hospitable to the crew 
which they have kidnapped along with the 
ship, the battles to secure the bigger ships 
are often cutthroat, especially as more mul- 
tinational forces have entered the region. 
The raiders are equipped with rifles, grenade 
launchers and other state-ofthe art weap- 
ons, and often fight to the death. 

Somali pirates have only appeared on 
our radar in the past year, however, because 


pened throughout the day, it could be looked 
up in a matter of seconds. This made perfect 
sense to them, but what they didn’t see was 
that now that everyone had free access to 
the paper, a privilege that was abused to 
the max. Now, the paper is losing money 
faster than if there were holes in their 
pockets. There are some major issues that 
they overlooked. 

By going to the Internet, newspapers 
hoped to profit from the ads one see when 
on the site. They overlooked the fact, how- 
ever, that they could face losing all of their 
costumers to the convenient, free, and more 
accurate alternative, but that’s just what 
happened. Newspapers have created their 
own demise. 

People may complain that news 
should be free for everyone; that they have 
a right to be informed of things that affect 
their lives. But that isn’t going to keep a 
company, with hundreds of employees, in 


the number of attacks has increased while 
the attacks themselves have become far 
more brazen than ever before. The pirates 
have expanded their territory and have be- 
gun to hijack ships throughout the western 
Indian Ocean. At the same time, the suc- 
cess rate of their hijacks has increased, as 
has the money involved. One large attack 
was the raid of the MV Strius, an oil tanker 
owned by Saudi Aramco and at the time 
carrying approximately $100 million worth 
of crude oil. It was intercepted by pirates, 
who subsequently demanded a $25 million 
ransom for the release of the invaluable 
cargo. Eventually, however, they were con- 
tented with a $15 million ransom, still a fairly 
handsome sum. 

Of course, news about piracy has 
diminished in the last few months, but this 
does not mean that the piracy itself has died 
down. On March 25, Somali raiders captured 
the Greek chemical tanker, Nipayia, and then 
the following day, another crew secured the 
Norwegian Bow Asir. Several other ships still 
remain under pirate control. Meanwhile, 
these conditions have prompted a massive 
launching of ships from all major powers to 
protect the precious cargo trying to pass this 
treacherous ocean. So far, the United States, 
European Union, United Nations, India, an 


business. Hasn’t anyone heard of a radio? 
That’s a way to get free news, whether in 
the car or at home. 

The newspaper industry has been 
complaining for months about how their 
circulation is dropping off, and that soon, 
they won't have enough money to sustain 
themselves, not even allowing them to 
keep the Globe in print. The thing is, they 
could always cancel the website, forcing 
people to go back to their old ways: strug- 
gling to find a surface large enough to hold 
the multi-stratum paper, and to fold out the 
monstrosity. They would not have the com- 
modity that has given them the time and 
updated news, but only the one produced 
by slain trees. This would seem like a logi- 
cal end to the debate, but there is another 
alternative: They could always just require 
readers to subscribe to the online version. 

That doesn’t seem to difficult, now, 
does it? 


of Somalia 


even traditionally pacifist nations such as 
Japan have agreed to join in the anti-pirate 
forces in the region. Even Russia and China 
have joined in the efforts. And at a time of 
heightened tensions between the Western 
world and the Middle East, the Arab League 
has also been spurred into action thanks to 
the seizure of the MV Sirius. 

But underlying these actions is the fact 
that the international community seems to 
lack a perspective of what is actually occur 
ring to make piracy such a lucrative profes- 
sion in Somalia. The use of naval operations 
on the Bay of Aden will not solve the issue 
of piracy, because the issue is much deeper, 
and requires some mainland solutions. 
The fact of the matter is that Somalia is a 
fragmented nation with innumerable social 
ills. Since the overthrow of the Siad Barre 
in 1988, Somalia has spawned four separate 
regions that have considered themselves 
autonomous (none of these regions have 
gained any international recognition for 
their sovereignty). Two of those regions in 
the north; Somaliland and Puntland (where 
many of the pirate groups come from), have 
been involved in warfare over disputed re- 
gions in 2008. 
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_ More Ways to Procrastinate 


BY HANNAH Rice, ie 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Ever heard someone say, “FML?” 
No, they’re not talking about the Boston 
Latin School club, Fashion, Modeling, Life. 
Fmylife.com is actually a website where 
people post short stories of embarrassing or 
unfortunate incidents that happen during 
the day, ending in the colloquialism, “FML.” 
Although it is debatable whether every 
story that is posted actually happened or 
not, it is still rather funny for the most part. 
Laughing at other people is always more fun 
than thinking about your own life. Another 
website, postsecret.com, allows people to 
mail in their secrets written on postcards, 
which are then published online. 

This site can be viewed a little more 
seriously. than fmylife.com though. Al- 
though some of the secrets are lighthearted, 
others are not. For instance, one secret re- 
vealed: “I like to push all the buttons of the 
singing and dancing toys at once and then 
run away. I think it is hilarious!” Another, 
however, divulged: “My husband wrote my 
master’s thesis (I did the footnotes).” The 
secrets can range from the mundane to the 
deeply personal, while the anecdotes on 
fmylife.com are hilariously addictive. 

Should we really waste our time 
reading extremely personal things about 
complete strangers on the web? When I 
first logged onto FML, I intended to only 


_tead a few stories. I ended up reading for 
an hour. If I want to waste my time online, 
I could probably do so without laughing at 
the misfortune of others. 

Postsecret is interesting for different 
reasons. You don’t 
know anything 
about this person 
except for this 
one secret. Why 
did they choose to 
share that fact with 
the entire world? 
Why did they send 
in that particular 
postcard? Does that 
postcard remind 
them of something, 
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Instead, we put off homework and ignore 
papers to read about other people’s misfor- 
tunes, such as one man’s adventure at the 
mall: “Today, I proposed to my girlfriend in 
the food court at the mall. When she said 
yes’, the en- 
tire food court 
broke out in 


‘ 


my girlfriend 
and I were es- 
corted out of 
the mall for 
_ Starting a ‘riot’. 
81 never knew 


2crime. FML.” 


Q 


or was it the only 
one they had lying around? Are these 
postcard senders completely anonymous 
in their confessions? These sites can defi- 
nitely eat up your free time. Many people 
do not have such time to spare, especially 
after checking email and bothering people 
on Facebook. 

In fact, when I think of the useful 
things in my life, websites like Postsecret 
and FML are at the bottom of my list. 
Postsecret is interesting to look at once in 
a while, and FML is good for a laugh every 
now and then, but are we really able to re- 
strict ourselves to only visiting these sites 
once in a while or just every now and then? 


a worst part is 
that when it seems like you’ve only been 
reading for a few minutes, you suddenly 


realize you "ve read wai five pages 
and your brother thinks you’re weird for 
laughing at the computer. At school, my | 


friends often tell me that they went to bed 
late, if at all, because they were online the 
whole night and forgot to tear themselves 
away. I don’t know why we can’t look at 
the clock and just call it a night. Until we 
can, websites like Postsecret and FML just 
add to the problem. In fact, I can see the 
post now: “Today, I realized that I am ad- 
dicted to reading about strangers online. 
FML.” 
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To Spend or 
Not to ‘ali 


By REED McConweut.1 Il 


_ STAR F WwW RITER 


In the three short months he has been in office, Presi- 
dent Obama has made some very controversial decisions. Most 
recently, he issued an executive order to lift the ban on federal 
funding for embryonic stem cell research. There is a great deal 
of opposition directed toward this change in policy, because it 
not only supports the use of embryonic stem cells in stem cell 
research, but also uses federal funding (and therefore taxpayer’s 
money) to provide this support. People who have moral qualms 
with this research obviously don’t think that the money they pay 
for taxes should be used to fund these projects. 

I understand this, but for almost every initiative that the 


government © ge fund s 
with federal | money 
there will be a group 
of taxpay- ers who 
morally op- g pose the 
initiative. |The war 
in Iraq was, | and still 
is, opposed | by a great 
number of | asin cople 
who have moral 
qualms about 
almost ev- Serything 
involved with the 
occupa- *tion, and 
yet the gov- © Wim  eLoment 


spent billions (with the eventual cost reckoned in the trillions) 
of federal dollars on funding the occupation and military activ- 
ity there. We live in a representative democracy where we elect 
individuals to make decisions for us and represent us, not in a 
direct democracy where we, as individuals, directly vote for laws 
and policy. The government still has to try to make decisions that 
represent the will of the greatest number of people, and think 
about the greatest good for the greatest number of people. 

In fact, the purpose of embryonic stem cell research is to 
try to create cures for degenerative diseases such as Parkinson’s 


disease, Alzheimer’s, and juvenile diabetes. Nearly 3,000 people |. 


die every day in the United States alone of diseases that may, 
someday, be treatable as a result of this research. With the ad- 
vancement of this research there is the possibility of doing a great 
_ deal of good for a great number of people, and save an incredible 
number of lives. This seems like a no-brainer; however, the people 
in opposition to the research wonder: at what cost? 

The answer is very little, even if one views life as begin- 

To SPEND oR Nor TO SPEND 
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Back, Back, Back, 
Back Again - 


By Esue SHERLEY, IV 
__ Consrisu TING Writer 


WORDPRESS COM 


Although our generation is notorious for having short 
attention spans, some of us actually remember some. of the old- 
ies, but still goodies. Here’s the rundown on the latest celebrity 
comebacks. 

Before we get into the meat. and potatoes of the article, 
where can we find these desperate former stars? Before, they could 
be found hosting reality shows, but now, the new age of washed-up 


with the Stars. Vhat’s right, the dancing show that pairs up celebri- 
ties who have passed their prime with professional dancers has 
featured former pro-football players, magicians, and models. 


Mario Lopez, known for his role on the popular show, Saved _ : 


by the Bell, is one star who used DWTS to boost his nonexistent 


career. After coming in second place on the show, he went on — 


se hed Rucice of vampires? Are ce 


to become the king of the platform for would-be comebackers- 
-reality TV shows. Lopez has since hosted America’s Best Dance 
Crew, Miss Teen America, Miss America, Miss Teen Universe, and 
Extra, Mario sure does have a thing for those beauty pageants. 

Coming from a rehabilitation center near you is Whitney 
Houston, who is rumored to be making a comeback album for 
the ages. Unfortunately, this is highly unlikely as she has been 
spotted hanging around Bobby Brown. Every time I see him, I 
well up with Bostonian pride. 

I did, however, get a little misty when New Kids On The 
Block returned to stardom step-by-step, even though I wasn’t 
even alive when they were first together. In their return, they 
released the hit single, Summertime and a new CD, The Block. 

Although NKOTB did make a huge comeback, their suc- 
cess was overshadowed by our favorite tabloid princess, Britney 
Spears. She i is back i in the ring and once again calling the shots 


Back, Back, Back, Back AGAIN 
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celebrities has discovered another stage to shine again on: Dancing — 


Journalism 


By ne ZHANG, I 
Stare Writer 


. : What’ s black and adhe ad all over 


ds bad sostialis We" ve all seen this 
he front pages of flimsy tabloids with 
headlines ee the scandals of the 


we easn latin officials seek 
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_ Master Mooney ‘Teta’s notice to the par 
ent listserv. Somewhere along the line, a 
person (or two) decided it was a great idea 
to forward the letter t to a news outlet and 
_ somehow gain their 15 minutes of fame. In 


a rational state of mind, one would believe 
that a serious Publication would laugh off 
the “inside source” and at most, forward 
the piece of news elsewhere for a kick, but 
as we all know, {4e Boston Glove (or rather, 
its website) decided to run a story based 
on the tip with no substantial evidence 
whatsoever. [he “news was distorted in 
such a way that it made it seem as though 
BLS students quivered in fear at the idea of 
bloodsuckets walking among them. 

How much of an effort was Ihe Bos- 
ton Globe trying to adhere to responsible 
reporting and practices? Let’s refer to a list 
of characteristics that fall under the term 
“yellow journalism”: 

Sensationalism, exaggeration and 
distorted stories—what can be more 
ridiculous than students believing that 
vampires are real? 

Possibility of boosting site traffic — 
Just a few words to keep in mind: Most 
E-mailed Article of the Day. 

Exciting public opinion Uhh...have 
you not seen the comments?! 

Unfortunately, it appears as though 
The Boston Globe is a 100 percent match 
for exploiting its position in the publish- 
ing world. But, despite the obvious flaws, 
-was The Boston Globe merely doing its job 
_of reporting local news? Judging from the 


_ kinds of comments posted to the original 


icle, most didn’t seem to think so. 

Jnbelievable. Boston.com, please 
ally covering real BPS news, like 
on negotiations, the new 
g of teachers, and real 


serious? Why is this news?” — 
_ The Boston Globe, however, isn’t solely 


: to blame. Other major publications, both 
_national and international, jumped on 
the sensational bandwagon. They, too, 


are guilty of adding fuel to the fire. Most 
stories were cut and pasted from Boston. 
com’s original article with the ingenious 
connection to the Tiwilight series, making it 
even more interesting. What an unexpect- 
ed surprise that only further exacerbated 
the situation! Most students took to the 
forums to criticize the out-of-proportion 
story and butted heads with those who 
defamed the school and its pupils. 

The only suckers in this case is the 
media in search of a “newsworthy” story. 


By Mr. MAESTRO SLEVIRA 
ORCHESTRA DiRECTOR 


How do I feel about the Fine Arts 
and Physical Education layoffs? Disheart- 
ened and shocked. These two expressive 
academics don’t just teach Boston Latin 
School students for a passing grade, but 
to become part of a community greater 
then one’s self, to work in harmony to 
create something greater then one’s self, 
and then share it for the whole community 
to appreciate. 

“Music expresses the inexpressible,” 
said Leonard Bernstein, 1936 graduate of 
Boston Latin and America’s first world- 
renowned maestro and composer. I have 
been dealt layoffs time and time again in 
the Boston Public School system. The 
schools do not, or cannot, see these music 
and physical programs viable or valuable 
enough to find or raise the funds to main- 
tain them. 


By Anpy Vo, III 


Assistant A&E Eprror 


The question, the choice. The ques- 
tion, the choice. Perhaps the most asked 
about question around the tenth grade 
hallways during the past month has been: 
What are you taking next year? 

But there’s so much more to choos- 
ing your classes: are my friends going 
to take this class, too? Will I fall asleep 
in this class? I can basically use this as a 
study, right? Is this teacher ever nice? Do 
I have to take seven AP’s next year? Can I 
take seven AP’s next year? Will I actually 
enjoy it? 

I’m writing this article, instead of 
my AP applications, just three days before 
the AP applications are due, and just nine 
hours before this article that you are read- 
ing now is due. It’s not that I’m a procrasti- 
nator. It’s more that I’m indecisive. I don’t 
know what to write as my first sentence. 
I’ve gone through five first sentences 
already. Even more, that wonderful blue 
elective sheet is blank, waiting for me to 
write on it with permanent black ink. And 
I can’t even bring myself to check off any 
of the boxes. 

For the Class of 2011, doors have 
been opened and closed. Music theory was 
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Maestro's Apologetica 


President John F. Kennedy said, 
“a society is based on its cultural hu- 
manities.” When we are not “working,” 
humans should be playing, creating, 
recreating. Who doesn’t have a quality of 
life where we go to the ballet, shows, art 
galleries, baseball games, soccer, orches- 
tras, theater?! And who is going to fill 
these positions when the next generation 
passes on? Why should it only be for the 
privileged few? 

In Plato’s Republic, he proclaims that 
education should be based on the two 
fundamental subjects, which cover all the 
academics: gymnastics and music. These 
activities don’t just include mathematics, 
physics, form, architecture, language, 
poetry, recitation, and performance, but 
physically embody the academics through 
the activity of expressing ones’ self and 
using imagination. 

Why do statistics and experts say, 
“music makes kids smarter,” and physical 


What Do 


cut, then brought back. AP Economics and 
AP Environmental Science, among other 
classes, were opened to juniors. 

With all of these choices, it makes 
it even more difficult to decide what 
selections are right. Dan Truong (IID 
says,“{These choices} make it harder, 
because there are 
so many options, 
you have to decide 
which ones you 
are really interest- 
ed in...you really 
have to limit your 
options.” There 
has been emphasis 
on taking a sci- 
ence every year, 
and having a foun- 
dation with both 
Chemistry and 
Physics, but Dan 
brings up a ques- 
tion that, surpris- 
ingly, is uncom- 


activities make kids "think better”? Some 
people never get this opportunity due to 
cultural and financial disadvantages. All of 
the teachers and guidance counselors in 
the BPS who work for the city’s students 
should be in an uproar. 

There are many of us who would 
be very sad people if we had not been 
given music, sports, or arts in school. 
Most students involved in sports and 
arts get through school by having these 
expressive and challenging outlets. 
Holding these activities as a “dangling 
carrot” to students who pose problems 
or have low grades works effectively 
when parents and faculty say, “bring up 
that grade or we will take you out of any 
extracurriculars.” (That term “extracur 
ricular" really offends me, as it makes 
these subjects sound like fluffy extras, 
but if it keeps students in school, raises 
their grades, and gets them out of bed, 
I'll tolerate it.) 


I Pick??? 


seems mandatory. A class that is actually 
mandatory, however, is U.S. History. But 
the administration has taken an extra step 
in making this class mandatory to take in 
junior year. Rory O’Donnell (IID) responds 
to this by saying, “I think [making U.S. 
History mandatory] has its pros and cons. 


mon: What are you really interested in? 
I, personally, am not a science guy. 
I idolized Bill Nye as much as the next 
kid, but I never wanted to be him. There 
is such a strong emphasis on taking a 
science each year, though, that it almost 


Though it does give us one more elective 
senior year, it does take away the option of 
taking a junior-only elective next year.” 
More important than this specific 
change, though, is one that affects not only 
the Class of 11, but of ro: AP applications. 


The most appreciative students I 
have had in the 23 years I have been in- 
structing are the feisty, determined, first 
and second generation American students 
in the BPS. The Expressive Academics and 
Physical Education deserve the place at 
the top core course for young children, 
is what I say to those who say we need 
more talented math and science students 
for the competitive global market. US. 
education needs to incorporate the arts, 
as the great American Educator from 
Boston, Lowell Mason, determined in 
1834. Make education FUN!! Why is 
there still a disproportionate dropout 
rate in lower-income students? What 
message are we sending, to attack the 
arts, music, and sports and physical 
education? These Expressive Academics 
bridge community, cultures, diversity, 
and should be held high in all the schools 
across this “great” country of freedom 
and ingenuity. 


Having a universal application for AP 
courses seems to be fairer for those who 
have poortest taking skills, or let their 
nerves get to them. Elizabeth Vandorpe 
(II) says, “I think they take into account 
which students really want to take the 
course. A single test can’t predict how 
hard a student will work for grades in that 
class.” At the same time, other students 
may not have the writing skills to get into 


a class, and this opens the door for much: 


more competition among students. Chris 
Nguyen (ID) argues, “AP tests would work a 
lot better because they allow students who 
know enough about the subject to take: 
that AP class the following year. Someone 
can easily fake a paragraph about why they 
should be able to take that class.” Though 
the transcript is also taken into account, it 
hasn't been specified how important either 
of the two are to get into an AP class. 

At the moment, perhaps it’s the 
administration’s way of saying it’s not just 
tests or grades, but also who you are and 
whether or not you will be able to handle 
the class. Either way, when AP decisions 
come out just around the time this newspa- 
per comes out, put this down and scan the 
lists for your name. Me? Tl be that small 
Asian kid who pushes his way to the front 
of the crowd. Meet you there. We 
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Meanwhile, the capital of Mogadi- 
shu, has been in the midst of a three-year 
power struggle between the secular Tran- 
sition Federal Government (TFG) and 
the Islamic Court Union (ICU; which 
is a federation of shar’ia courts that 
administer strict Islamic laws) for control of 
the government and the surrounding region. 
The TFG, with US support, conquered 
Mogadishu earlier this year; however, the 
ICU remains a powerful guerrilla influ- 
ence. 

But what has all this meant for the 
people of Somalia itself? Their living con- 
ditions are abysmal. The average Somali 
person lives on $600 a year. The lack of a 
central government has allowed for other 
nations to dump toxic waste along the coast- 
line; “Somalia has been used as a dumping 
ground for hazardous waste starting in the 
early 1990s, and continuing through the civil 
war there,” says Nick Nuttall of the United 
Nations Environmental Program. At the 
same time, major fishing corporations have 
been able to use Somalia’s coast as prime 
fishing grounds, pushing out the local fish- 
ermen. Many of these fishermen constitute 
one of the three classes of pirates, as they 


have a wide knowledge of the waters that 
the groups prowl. 

The end result of all these problems 
has, of course, been piracy; And who can 
really blame them? Often times, the pirates 
strike at commercial fishing targets, and 
cite the environmental and overfishing as 
justification for their raids. At the same time, 
piracy has been a very lucrative business that 
has actually helped the people of Somalia. 
The pirates, with all the ransom money, have 
been able to invest their funds in Somali 
businesses. As a result, many coastal towns 
have experienced economic prosperity, in 
stark contrast to the rest of this divided 
nation. For example, many of these coastal 
towns have generators that provide electric- 
ity throughout the day, which no other towns 
in Somalia possess. They also have a supply 
of Western cuisine, which is primarily used 
to feed their international captives, who they 
hold for ransom. 

Piracy sounds like a frivolous matter, 
but it has proven to be extremely disruptive 
to international commerce. However, it is a 


direct response to the bleak conditions of | 
Somalia itself. And until the rest of the world — 
understands the damage that has already — 


been done, a solution to this predicament 
will be hard to come by, no matter how many 
ships start to patrol the Bay of Aden. 


To SPEND or Nort To SPEND 
Continued from Page 7 


-ning at the time of conception. A lot of 
the moral opposition to the change in 
policy seems to be centered on the idea 
that the research will necessitate the “kill- 
ing” of embryos in order to use their stem 
cells, but embryos are not aborted for the 
express purpose of obtaining embryonic 
stem cells. The research will use embryos 
resulting from abortions or unused em- 
bryos that were created in fertility clinics 
and are already slated for destruction—in 
short, these embryos are going to be de- 


used to help advance medicine. 

It is a terrible thing to feel that 
your tax money is contributing to 
something you abhor, but I feel that 
in this case, the importance and ben- 
efits of embryonic stem cell research 
outweigh the qualms of the taxpayers 
who oppose this research. And besides, 
those who oppose the bill can think of 
the situation like this: if their taxes are 
divided proportionately among all the 
federal initiatives, only a fraction of 
a cent of their money will go towards 
stem cell research, far less than the 
billions that have gone to actually killing 
fully grown human beings in Iraq. 
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in the music industry with her smash hits, 
Piece of Me, Gimme More, Womanizer, If You 
Seek Amy, and Circus. 

Though he was originally known 
as the Prince of Pop, it might be more 
accurate to crown Michael Jackson 
as the prince of the tabloids and of 
overall weirdness. He, like Whitney, is 
rumored to be cooking up a new album 
to launch himself to the top of the pop 
charts again. This is also extremely 
improbable, however, as he is totally 


off his rocker. The rumor of Michael 
Jackson attempting a comeback is sad 
because he used to be considered a 
musical genius. Even when he started 
to get an odd “skin condition” and 
dangle poor unsuspecting babies out of 
windows, he was still the Prince of Pop. 

The only thing more pathetic is 
when politicians try to make comebacks, 


which brings us to George W. Bush. Our | 


country’s most illustrious president with 
the lowest approval rating ever is mak- 
ing his own comeback by signing a book 
deal! The working title: Confessions of a 
Waraholic. 
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Home and School Association 


By EvizaBen Zappara, I 
Starr WRITER 


On any given day at Boston Latin 
School, there are tests administered, 
club meetings held, and faculty preparing 
for classes. There are also many parents 
working hard to ensure that not only 
the daily atmosphere of n is preserved, 
but also that the future for students is 
bright. With numerous parent organiza- 
tions surrounding the BLS community, 
it is hard to understand why students 
don’t pay as much attention to these im- 
portant groups. While it is impossible to 
miss parental presence at school events, 
it is common for students to miss the 
fact that it is the parents who are selling 
tickets, providing food, or organizing 
the program distribution. Many students 
don’t recognize the important role these 
adults play. 

While students appreciate the 
efforts to make these events a success, 
many acknowledge that they don’t know 
who puts in the time to allow this to 
happen. Julie Pokaski (1) noted, “I think 
it’s that we as students just tend to see a 
final product and have to go off that, as 
opposed to thinking about the work that 
goes into it. For example, [it’s like] going 
to see a movie and how you think of the 
main actors and not the screenwriters or 
the cameramen.” In many cases, those 
“screenwriters” and “cameramen” are the 
volunteers from the parent organizations. 
The longest-running and largest parent 
organization at Boston Latin is the Home 
and School Association. Many students 
might respond with “never heard of it” or 
“what they do again?” but the Home and 
_ School Association is never disheartened 
by the lack of student interest. 

With nearly 500 families paying 
dues each year, the Home and School 


Association certainly has a strong core 
involvement. Each year, a packet is sent 
out to families that includes a member 
ship form and volunteer opportunities 
for parents, The Home and School As- 
sociation has a goal of 1000 participant 
families, a definite possibility considering 
the amount of involvement the organi- 
zation has within the school. This goal 
could be reached if the Home and School 
Association works towards resolving its 
greatest issue. According to the Home 
and School Association’s president, 
Ginny Brennan, “Communication is still a 
problem. Many folks are out of the loop.” 
With a new website and establishment 
of the organization as a non-profit, the 
Home and School Association is head- 
ing in a forward-thinking direction. Ms. 
Brennan’s hard work as the leader of this 
organization has without a doubt paid 
off in the sense that the organizations 
mission has expanded greatly over the 
past year. ; 

The Home and School Association 
is most well known for its generosity at 
Prize Night for the senior class. They 
have given over seventy-five $900 schol- 
arships for the past two years. The funds 
for these scholarships are raised through 
donations, membership dues and events. 
As the primary goal of the organization, 
the Association has been able to raise a 
large sum of money for the graduating 
class. The Home and School Associa- 
tion is currently working to support the 
greater Boston Latin community through 
grant research for school programming. 

A major event which students 
should be familiar with is the BLS Auc- 
tion. This is held every year in the late 
fall, and is able to garner support from 
many parents, alumni and others around 
the city. The auction requires much plan- 
ning and about forty volunteers to be as 


successful as it has been in the past. This 
year it moved from the BLS dining hall to 
a larger venue across the street from the 
school. Many students are unfamiliar with 
the auction, although there is definitely 
student involvement. Each senior home- 
room was solicited for baskets for the 
auction, and all students were welcome 
to participate in art contests; students 
also performed as musical entertainment. 
In addition, Home and School has rou- 
tinely helped to manage the ticket sales of 
Music Night. An exciting addition to the 
Spring Concert will be a reception prior 
to the concert, with art exhibits. This will 
be the Home and School Association’s 
final chance to raise scholarship money 
for the Class of 2009. 

It is evident how great a dedication 
the Home and School Association has 
towards raising important scholarship 
money each and every year. The organi- 
zation has become even more creative 
about raising money by launching an 
annual comedy show. This event open to 
both parents and students was held in 
March. Students had the opportunity to 
be the opening acts with auditions held 
at BLS; Robin McNamara (J) entertained 
the audience with a comedic monologue. 
When asked about the show itself she 
said, “I thought it was great opportunity 
to bring people together to watch a fun 
show but also to get students involved 
who don’t necessarily get the chance to 
perform like that. It’s also nice having 
students participate in a fundraiser where 
the money is ultimately being made for 
them.” 

The Home and School Association 
extends itself much further than just 
these three events; these dedicated par 
ents also began a cultural fair to show the 
important diversity of the Boston Latin 
community. The donations which they 


organized following the Indoor Yard Sale 
in January were greatly appreciated by the 
recipients at Children’s Hospital and the 
Horace Mann School for the Deaf. The 
Home and School Association depends 
on parent support, but has also called 
upon students in the past. The Lights 
for Learning Campaign was a homeroom 
contest, which worked to get more light 
bulbs for the classroom projectors. The 
participation in this contest was low, and 
the campaign is now continued through 
grant research. Student participation is 
necessary for the Home and School Asso- 
ciation to successfully support the Boston 
Latin community, and it is important for 
students to be on the lookout for future 
events and campaigns launched by this 
organization. 

The Home and School Association 
depends upon funds raised at their vari- 
ous events and participation from the en- 
tire Boston Latin community. As students 
who will benefit from their continued 
support at Prize Night, it is essential that 
we pay more attention and have a greater 
appreciation for their efforts. In speaking 
with President Ginny Brennan, it is clear 
that the future success in on the way for 
the Home and School Association as long 
as the group continues to grow successful- 
ly. Ms. Brennan said, “I hope that Home 
and School becomes a more well known 
entity at BLS. I also hope that as a result 
of becoming a non-profit and establishing 
a website that we will be able to generate 
more revenue for scholarships and school 
related initiatives. Lastly I hope parent 
involvement continues so that Home 
and School doesn’t lose its momentum 
as the veteran parents move on as their 
children graduate.” Let’s continue the 
important momentum by supporting the 
continued work of the Home and School 
Association. 


Friends of Chinese Culture 


Friends of the Arts 


By MICHELLE YAN, I 
Puoro Epiror 


By ELizABETH ZAPPALA, I 
StaFF WRITER 


Every Tuesday and Saturday night, the cafeteria at the Ohrenberger Elementary 
School is filled with the sounds of about twenty Chinese parents from Boston Latin 
School, ballroom dancing. All of these parents are members of the Friends of Chinese 
Culture, a non-profit organization of BLS parents with many family-oriented events 
as well as other programs meant to promote communication between the families and 
the school. Not only do these parents participate in a ballroom dancing class together, 
they also organize various events throughout the year including student performances, 
informational sessions, ski and hiking trips, and even an end-of-the-year picnic. 

At the beginning of every school year, new sixies are invited to a seminar where 
they can talk directly to a student panel of upperclassmen. This offers the opportunity 
for underclassmen to hear advice about everything from the emptiest stairways to 
the disadvantage of rolling bags to how to handle the load of homework. “When my 
daughter entered Boston Latin, she had none of the inside information that helps make 
the transition so much easier. This seminar was so helpful because the seniors gave us 
advice we'd never hear anywhere else,” says Min Cheng-Yan, a mother who eventually 
became president of FCC. Beyond helping underclassmen gain perspective on BLS, this 
seminar is also meant to help the upperclassmen develop their public speaking skills. 
“I’ve seen many of the students speak in the past, but this year I was duly impressed by 
their poise and confidence. These upperclassmen seem ready for the real world,” includes 
Min Cheng-Yan. Also, in late March, when students are beginning to think about course 
selection, the FCC has another seminar designed to inform students about their options. 
Finally, at the end of the school year, the FCC. has an annual picnic the Saturday after 
finals at Hopkinton State Park. “The picnic is a good get together for the students to 
rest up after a stressful school year and just have fun,” says David Qin’o08. _ 

The members of Friends of Chinese Culture also contribute greatly to the school 
and outside community. In October, at the cultural fair, many FCC students showed 
off their musical and dancing skills for the members of other cultural clubs. Also, when 
Ms. Mooney Teta became headmaster last year, FCC and the Asian Parents Association 
organized a banquet in Chinatown to welcome her. Also, following the earthquake in 
Sichuan in May of last year, the FCC was able to raise over $6000 to build a much- 
needed library for students at the Luoshui Middle School. 

So, while these parents may continue to embarrass their children by ballroom 
dancing around the house for practice, no one can argue that they haven’t done their 
part for the school. Between the seminars and trips, the Friends of Chinese Culture 
has created such an intimate and tightly-knit community that year after year, alumni 
still come back to participate in student panels and soak in the end-of-the-year sun 
rays at the park. 


With budget cuts plaguing Boston Latin School, parent involvement has be- 
come all the more necessary in order to make an impact to reverse the damage of 
this crisis. The cuts to the arts department at Boston Latin School could have been 
even worse had it not been for the important work of the Friends of the Arts. The 
Friends of the Arts support the almost half of the student body who participates in 
music, visual arts and drama programs. Led by President Alicia Zipp, the over one 
hundred paid members as well as other parent volunteers work diligently to ensure 
that the arts are preserved at Boston Latin. With their Save the Arts campaign, 
these parents were able to gain support from hundreds of others through letter 
writing campaigns as well as to coordinate with parent groups from other Boston 
Public Schools. 

The important work of Friends of the Arts has allowed two and half arts 
positions to be restored for the upcoming school year, and has benefited the 
Boston Latin community as a whole. Friends of the Arts work to support the art 
department through many events and fundraising. As President Alicia Zipp notes, 
“T would like to be able to use fundraising proceeds to take the department to the 
next level instead of having to try and prevent faculty layoffs.” The effects of the 
budget crisis are preventing Friends of the Arts from moving the department for 
ward. 

Friends of the Arts has done a great job at promoting events at Boston Latin 
School as well as sharing with others the work of BLS students. The creation of 
the website, blsarts.org, has allowed music performed at the winter and 
spring concerts to be shared on the Internet. The parent volunteers organizing 
these two concerts work diligently to garner support for the programs through 
advertisements. Friends of the Arts also help put together these programs for the 
numerous plays at Boston Latin. Students should look forward to seeing a BLS Day 
in the Arts this spring, sponsored by Friends of the Arts. While Friends of the Arts 
has been somewhat successful at fighting the budget cuts, students must continue 
to show their support by attending the different events, which the arts department 
puts on regularly. Ms. Zipp is hopeful for the coming years of this organization, “I 
would like to see our membership grow as people realize what an asset BLS has in the 
Fine and Performing Arts department, with full participation from all parents. I 
guess in the ideal world, the arts would be fully supported and no one would need 
convincing that the arts are essential to education.” Many students recognize the 
important of arts to their education; now students must see how important the 
parents of Friends of the Arts are to making the arts a reality at Boston Latin 
School. 
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Gemma Falivene 


By Keen COosTELLo, 
: ConTRipuTING WRITER 


coming deci or wot 
Gemma Falivene and I 


as the lost boys in a Peter Pan production. 


It was there, ten years ago at Hyde Park’s 
Riverside Theatre Werks that Ger ned 
and I became friends. 


If you have never heard Gene 


sing, you are missing out. Since the second 
grade, she has been a participant in the 
Boston City Singers’ chorus. Her musical 
abilities have also led her to New Zealand 
for international music festivals. ,C 
rently a section leader of her chorus and 
a member of the fantastic Boston Latin 
School Wolfettes, she has established 
herself as an accomplished musician here 
at BLS. 

As if her accomplishments in the 
arts were not enough, Gemma was also a 


varsity member of the crew team for three » 


years. Even though she enjoyed her time 
on the water, Gemma decided to stop 
and focus on being a senior~-and yes, she 
still does her homework, despite intense 
senioritis and the fact that she has a solid 
contract with an amazing university for 
the next four years! Although Pennsylva- 
nia is a little far away for my liking, I have 
no doubt that she will be successful at 
Bucknell University. There, she hopes to 
major in pre-medical studies and eventu- 
ally become a speech pathologist. It may 
seem odd that, at the age of seventeen, 
she has everything figured out, but this is 


how Gemma operates. She is an obsessive’ 


organizer and a compulsive planner~just 


one look at her agenda beak and so Nie 


seewhatI mean. 

Since the age of fifteen, Gecmis a 
been a ropes instructor at Pleasant Valley 
Camp, in Wolfeborro, New Hampshire. A 
former Seevak Fellow and a recipient of 
the prestigious Posse Scholarship, Gem- 
ma’s greatness has not gone unnoticed. 

While our love of the arts (Gemma 
is one of the few people I know that not 
only accepts but also shares my love of 
Broadway) and our uncanny knowledge 
of Friends may have brought us together 
at first, Gemma and I have remained 
best friend for many years. She may boast 
an amazing resume and be successful in 
every tract of life, but that is not what 
makes her a good friend. Although, I 
would not want to face her in laser-tag, 
there is little else I would not turn to 
he: for. I am happy to call someone as 


generous, peut, eos ne a eee as 


Coma ; 


A&E 


Boston Latin School ‘Argo. 


Back to the Future with Style 


By PaiGe CARRUTHERS, IIT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


At 6:00PM, on Friday, March 20, 
2009, the unassuming Boston Latin 
School auditorium, which usually houses 
public declamations and class assemblies, 
became home to one of the most enter 
taining shows of the year. The stage was 
transformed into a time portal to the 
distant future under the direction of the 
innovative Jakara Tolbert (II). The show 
was appropriately titled “Back to the 
Future” and was an absolute blast. The 
combination of distinctly entertaining 
numbers and the high-energy audience 
made it a night to remember. 

The theme, past to present, was 
faithfully kept, taking the audience 
from the 1800s to the future of fashion, 
through an extensive modeling show. 
With acts including music by the Temp- 
tations, the Supremes, the Jackson 5, and 
the Backstreet Boys of the ‘90s, each 
decade was adequately and creatively 
covered. 


By! KRISTINA Riccio, Iv Sse 
& Anvy Tran, [V 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


Britney Spears’ life has been a cir 
cus throughout these past few years: she 
faced weight problems, endured custody 
battles, shaved her head, went to rehab 
and was rushed to the hospital. Although 
tabloids uncovered all of the pop star’s 


possible comeback from her. Surprisingly, 
their speculations came true. One would 
have never thought that the Britney today 
was the Britney then. 

On the day of her concert, fans 
were already lining up at the door at 4 
o’clock, even though the concert did not 
start until 8 o’clock. The Pussycat Dolls 
put on quite a show as the opening act, 
displaying their crazy dance moves and 
unique vocals. 

Nothing, however, could compare 
for the upcoming lineup: amazing circus 
acts performed on each side of the stage. 
The acts included clowns, jugglers, in- 
credible gymnasts and martial artists. 

The “ringleader” appeared after 
ward, with all the proper panoply. Whip 
in hand, Spears welcomed us to her 
Circus tour with her album’s eponymous 
track. While her dance moves were not 
as on-point as they could have been, her 


166 ARIES (Mar 21-April 
19): Your happiness depends 
on that of the ones around 
you, so go and make some- 
one’s day brighter. 


ys 


TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): You should go beg 
Dr. Neary to start teaching 
again, please! 


GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Just admit it. If you 
s\ deny it, it'll just grow bigger. 
“\ You'll eventually have to face 
up to it. 


CANCER (June 21- July 

é 22): Take an early morning 
jog tomorrow. It might do 
you some good. 


misfortunes, they always speculated a- 


The Fashion Talent show kicked off 


with a masquerade fashion show, which | 


featured a solo violin performance as 
masked girls strutted fiercely across the 
stage. 

Afterwards, a number from the mu- 
sical Chicago came alive. Bianca Rose (D, 
who was a regular throughout the show, 
led the “Cellblock Tango” dance. Those 
not familiar with the song were trans- 
ported to 1920s Chicago as girls dressed 
in black spandex angrily and passionately 
danced, describing why and how each of 
them killed their husbands. Each of the 
songs ended with the same conclusion: 
“He had it coming!” 

Later in the show, my ears began to 
ring from the sound of female screams as 
Christian Onuoha (J), took the stage and 
crooned a Marvin Gaye song. 

The highlights were innumerable, 
including: Perry Calhoun’s (I) infamous 
and unforgettable “Single Ladies” dance 
by Beyonce; Joshua Mejia’s (I) spoken 
word act, and Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” 
dance, performed by various BLS stu- 


back-up dancers made up for her under 
performance with their precision--the 
crowd never stopped cheering. 

In addi- 
tion to singing | 
and dancing, 
Spears add- 
ed fabulous 
props to her 
extravagan- 
za. After ‘all; 
Barnum and | 
Bailey never 
failed to have 
a caged animal 
wow us with 
its majesty, so 
how could the 
Pop Princess 
betray this | 
circus tradi- 
trom? be 
caged animal 
act was one of 
the most won- 
derfully cho- 
reographed 
and exuberant 
performances 


SHE’S A PUT ON SHOW KIND OF GIRL 


dents. 

The show concluded with the “Se- 
nior Scene,” in which seniors came onto 
the stage, dressed as their future occupa- 
tions. They were dressed as doctors, NBA 
players, and CEOs: a promising outlook 
for the future of the future alumni. 

Not only was the show wildly en- 
tertaining for the performers, but the 
spectators were also asked to take part. 
At one point, audience members were 
encouraged to come onstage and per 
form the popular “Stanky Leg” dance. 
The audience was filled with teens from 
all over the city and everybody was in a 
good mood. The exciting atmosphere in 
one of the least exciting places in BLS 
made the night that much more enjoy- 
able. 

I left the auditorium that night with 
one of the many glow sticks thrown into 
the audience, completely delighted and 


exhausted after laughing, applauding, and 


singing along with the performers. Now, 
I am left with high expectations for next 
year’s Fashion Talent show. 


It’s a Circus Out There 


reappear on the other side of the stage. 
Later, Spears sang blindfolded in the air, 
supported only by male back-up danc- 
ers, who were 
also blindfolded. 
The theatrics of 
this concert was 
mind-blowing. 
As one of 
her longtime fans, 
it was great to see 
her singing some 
of her classics. 
Throughout her 
set, everyone was 
singing and danc- 
ing along -- to say 
that it was ener 
getic would be an 
understatement. 
The con Cert 
was well-done 
relative to other 
concerts I have 
_2seen, including 
_ 2 Madonna, Justin 
_ = Timberlake, even 
e Spears’ first tour. 
= | must say, Spears’ 


of the night. 

During another performance, one 
of her dancers cut Spears’ body into 
three parts and made her disappear then 


Horoscopes 


LEO (July 23-Aug 23): One 
day, someone might give you 
a free energy drink. Don’t 
drink it; take it because it 
might come in handy. 


VIRGO (Aug 22- Sept 
23): You only have one 
chance to do something for 


AN «the first time. Make sure it’s 
worth it. 

a LIBRA (Sept 22-Oct 22): 

fe You can’t predict the future, 


so instead of worrying about 
it, why not invent it? 


SCORPIO (Oct 23- Nov 
21): Remember when you 
wanted to dye your hair a 
different color? Do it. 


Circus was the 
epitome of entertainment. Trust me, I 
have been to a real circus and J have never 
seen anything like this. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov22- 
Dec 21): Just ask. It’s better 
to have a definite answer and 
move on than to spend the 
rest of your life pondering. 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22- 
Jan rg): If you’re giving 
someone the silent treat- 
ment, maybe you should get 
over it. It’s been half a year. 


AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 
18): Forgive that one per 
son you never thought you 
could-it might be worth it. 


PISCES (Feb 19- Mar 
20): If things aren’t going 
J as planned, buy a tub of ice 


cream and watch Friends. 


Boston Latin School Argo” 


By Yaxi Wang, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Paul Harding’s debut novel, Tin- 
kers, opens with George Washington 
Crosby sitting in a hospital bed while 
the walls of his house, the clouds, the 
stars and, ultimately, the whole universe 
come tumbling down upon him in a 
mangled heap. Certainly a dramatic 
introduction to any novel, this scene is 
followed by an engaging, and occasion- 
ally confusing, story that explores the 
natures of filial relationships and men- 
tal stability. Though the plot is lacking 
in development, Harding uses the com- 
plex interactions between his characters 
to convey his ideas to the reader, thus 
creating an interesting novel that in no 
way disappoints. 

Following this tumultuous in- 
troduction, Crosby lies confined to 
his bed as time and space converge, 
and Harding takes the reader through 
the pivotal points of the lives of three 
generations of Crosby men: George, his 
father, and his grandfather. Through 
the stories of each man, Harding takes 
the reader behind clockworks of the 
cosmos, the filial relationship, insanity, 
and epilepsy. In other words, Tinkers is 
one of those soul-searching books that 
has no real plot. Nevertheless, Tinkers 
is extraordinarily compelling with real- 
istic characters. 

The most striking part of this nov- 
elis Harding’s use of language. Whether 
it’s a metaphor for seizure, strikes of 


By Zor CurpyLo-W2zarkins, III 
STAFF WRITER 


In my mind, Watchmen can be bro- 
ken down into three main ideas: shoes, 
sex, and of course, superheroes. 

Based © on the Ge SPDR novel 
written 


lightning, “needles of electricity forked 
out of the whirlpool of sparks...{and] 
when one of the charges found its way... 
into Howard, it stuck fast; it latched 
onto some- 
thing inside 
him and held 
and held,” or 
simply a de- 
scription of 
the beaded 
eye of a bear 
skin rug, “the 
milky green 
eye made her 
look as if she 
were half- 
blind, or as if 
she had one 
eye on an- 
other world, 
simce.t me 
gold sparkles © 
in the green & 
looked like | 
a tiny whirl- ©. 
pool of stars 
spinning in- 
side a cata- 
LACeua arts 
ing’s dreamy 


A&E 
A Book with No Plot? 


A BEAUTIFUL COVER FOR A BEAUTIFUL BOOK 


is so absorbing that it compels one to 
reread it. 
Not only does the language make 
the book a more complex read, but its 
structure can 
be a tad con- 
fusing. The 
book jumps 
from third 
person to 
first person, 
from stories 
of George to 
that of his 
father and 
his grandfa- 
ther, all with 
seemingly ir 
relevant pas- 
sages regard- 
ing clock- 
work and the 
-, Aurora Bo- 
realis thrown 
- in between. 
* One read 
will prob- 
Paul Harding go a suf- 
ofice to grasp 
Sthe beauty 


tinkers 


imagery has a 
profoundly beautiful aspect. The lush- 
ness of the language, however, actually 
makes each sentence quite lengthy and 
tedious to read. Thus, Tznkers, a de- 
ceptively short book, actually takes a 
while to finish. Even so, the language 


Watchmen 


With Dr. Mahaean gone, the clock 


ticks even closer to nuclear war, forcing 
the Watchmen to don their costumes 
once more. 

The Watchmen themselves are the 
disturbed, the insane, and the paranoid. 
The slightly portly Dan ae (Patrick 
Wilson), the 


by Alan former Nite 
Moore © Owl II, is the 
and_ il- i most normal 
lustrated J of them all, 
by Dave # complacent 
Gibbons, # 1 B with being a 
the film @@ » civilian but 
opens fe still open to 
with the | return- | 
image of | ing to his 

a dark, former 
desper- alifestyle 

ate world 2T ie ve 
facing an i charm- 
nen es RETIRED SUPERHEROES CAN FIGHT CRIMES TOO piace 


nent nuclear Armageddon, kept at bay 
only by the presence of the powerful 
Dr. Manhattan (Billy Crudup). It just so 
happens that he can manipulate matter. 
Consequentially, the world is afraid to 
go to war against the United States. In 
this world, masked superheroes, with 
their questionable ethics and tendency 
to use unnecessary violence, have either 
become outcasts or simply retired. And 
in a dingy, dark flat, the Comedian, one 
of the forgotten heroes, is murdered. 

Thus, we are introduced to the 
Watchmen. 

The Watchmen, a group of retired 
superheroes, are pulled back together 
because of the death of the Comedian. 
Unfortunately for them, someone is out 
to kill all of the former Watchmen, most 
of whom have returned to civilian life. 
The disappearance of Dr. Manhattan 
to Mars after his break up with Laurie 
Jupiter (Malin Akerman), also known as 
Silk Spectre IT, exacerbates the situation. 


openness causes difficulty for him 


an Veidt (Matthew Goode), or 
Ozymandias, has come clean to the 
public about his past, and has built 
an empire off of action figures and 
lunchboxes featuring himself. This 


to possibly return, but he eventu- 
ally does so, on the side of the vil- 
lains. The beautiful Silk Spectre I 
brings the girl power in an otherwise 
predominantly male cast. She dons 


style. 

In the end, Tinkers is well-written 
enough so that the reader will not mind 
reading it twice. In fact, one would 
probably enjoy it more the second time 
around. 


Dr. Manhattan seems anything but im- 
minent, Silk Spectre II travels to Mars 
to convince him to return. She succeeds, 
but it just might not be soon enough for 
the world... 

The movie attempts to capture 
the inner-city crime stories of the origi- 
nal graphic novel, and almost all of the 
scenes occur at night. It fails sometimes 
because the movie devolves into mind- 
less violence and gratuitous sex scenes. It 
is a dark and depressing movie, and the 
flashbacks and plot twists make it con- 
fusing at times. The use of music from 
the ‘6os and ‘7os, while interesting in 
theory, is distracting and breaks the spell 


IMDB.COM 


lI 


WATCHMEN POSTER 


\ 


yellow spandex and impossibly tall, 
spikey heels. Meanwhile, the creepy , 
Rorschach (Jackie Earle Haley) 
spends the whole movie brooding 

and writing in his journal--you know, 
because psychotic sociopaths have | 
feelings, too. 

Once reunited, the Watch- 
men start out by saving everyday people 
from burning buildings but eventually 
transition to actively searching for the 
supposed killer. As the clock ticks closer 
to the nuclear war and as the return of 


of the story. The visual effects, however, 
are stunning and are some of the best I 
have ever seen in a movie. In the end, the 
gloom and doom will keep you thinking, 
even if the plot... does not. 


Zand logic of 
Harding’s 


can eat quite a 
about his food 


spicy food and is on a first-name basis 


love for singin, 
uncanny ability to be extremely awkward 
at times, he is very approachable and easy 
to talk to, especially if you need help with 
: something. He handles his responsibili- 
- ties in stride, from sending MP3s of our 
songs to Show Choir members to making 
sure that everyone shows up. 


_ One thing that ay his sande oe 
are aware of is his love of food. This dude 
and he is not picky 
ther. He doesn’t have 
a favorite food or restaurant—he likes 
everything. Yet, he does seem to favor 


with most of the staff at Boloco. He also 
regularly trades food with Mr. Keitt. 
Music and food, however, are not 


_the only things in Jon’s life. He plays lots 


of video games and watches movies and 


‘television shows like the rest of us. He 
_also likes to blare techno music while 
whipping around in his Honda Ridgeline. 
And thanks to yours truly, he is now com- 
pletely hooked on Battlestar Galactica. 


Joni isa very friendly and compas- 
nate person. | remember him being 
( ae make friends during 


oe ake ap- 
mmon bond of a 
cing. Despite his 


Jon is definitely one of the strongest 


and most valuable members of the music 


department at BLS. He will be sorely 
missed when he graduates in June. This 


' fall, he will most likely attend Goucher 


College in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Jonathan Fredrickson is one of the 
most valuable people that I have had the 
chance to befriend. I will look back on 
the years we’ve spent together in Show 
Choir with joy. 

J-Fred, I’m going to miss you a 
whole lot, man. Good luck in college and 


knock ‘em dead in Baltimore. 


agehe 2 5 


noth) tah AERO abs. 3 ye ee oot % 
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America’s Next Top Model 


By JAKARA TOLBERT, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


“Eleven beautiful girls stand before 
me, but I only have ten photos in my 
hands.” Sound familiar? Since day one, 
Tyra Banks, host and producer of The 
CW’s Americas Next Top Model has used 
this catch phrase to fuel the anxiety and 
anticipation associated with a pending 
elimination of the show’s contestants. 
Sure, it worked for the first, say, eight sea- 
sons. But after twelve seasons of the same 


breakdown because of a bad haircut no 
longer provokes the same edge-of-the 
seat maneuver. It is about time Tyra and 
her production crew come up with a new 
gimmick to keep her viewers engaged 
because she has been repeating the same 
tactics for the past six years. 

It became clear that the production 
crew was running out of ideas when Tyra 
started repeating model challenges and 
using corny effects to fill in time blocks. 
Some critics believe this is due to a cut 
in the show’s budget, but I disagree. In 


formula, the pilot 
the show season, 
has bie= the show’s 
come noth- low bud- 
ing short get was 
of predict- MOmnGe= 
’ able. able, yet 
Since the enter 

its premiere tainment 
Lis22 0 O30 value re- 
America’s mained 
Next Top 2 CON SiS 
Model has 8 cen tidy 
biee nea i high. Any- 
chart-top- £ one bold 
ping series. Ss enough 
Being one PERSONS to blame 


of the first fashion reality shows on tele- 
vision, ANTM reached into an untapped 
market and received the inevitable ob- 
session of women and teens nationwide- 
-even becoming the model for interna- 
tional television productions. In these 
days, however, it takes much more than a 
catfight to spark the interest of a fifteen- 
year-old girl. Also, the anticipated nervous 


ANTM’s rising monotony on the econo- 
my is sadly mistaken and should instead 
consider a lack of creativity and possible 
fear of change on the producer’s part. On 
the other hand, some would argue that 
Tyra has actually been trying to spice up 
the show. Granted, she has updated the 
paint job on the models’ limo from black 
and chrome to pink plaid. She has even 


given herself at least frve more frames 
during the show’s introduction. Are such 
changes, however, truly enough to com- 
pete with the growing competition in the 
entertainment industry? What is ANTM 


and a dwarf are not the same. In addition, 
the judges’ choice of models seems to be 
rather predetermined. There is always the 
conservative southerner, the spicy Latina, 
the busty blond, the angst-filled artist-the 


FO’S LOOKING TO BE ON TOP 


doing to set itself apart? 

Rumors that the next season will 
feature models strictly under five foot 
seven proves that the show is desperate to 
regain their lost viewers. Yet, I could have 
sworn that the show’s purpose was to find 
America’s next top model, not America’s 


next top Lilliputian. Models are tall and - 


that’s a fact. Apparently, in Tyra’s pathetic 
attempt to be “on top,” she has completely 
forgotten that the girl she picks in the end 
will be competing with actual models after 
the season ends. In the real world, a model 


list goes on. With a few exceptions, many 
of the models picked nowadays lack a 
“wow factor.” 

Having said all this and having 
beaten the show’s dignity to a pulp, I do - 
have a suggestion for ANTM’s resurrec- 
tion: Male models! It will be the precise 
twist needed to reel in the lost viewers 
and may even trigger new, attention- 
grabbing controversy at the model house. 
By all means, only time will tell where the 
fate of this show lies and just how far it 
will go to be on top again. 


| Who killed Isabelle Czerny? 


By Racuev Tripp, III 


STAFF WRITER 


Isabelle Czerny is dead. Eight times 
aweek for the past 30 years, someone from 
the hair salon below her Newbury Street 
Apia’ 
ment has 
stabbed 
thier tac 
mou s 
concert 
pianist 
iO; othe 
throat. 
You think 
she would 
move, but 
no. As the 
offstage 
victim 
in Shear 
Madness, 
she dies 


IT’S OKAY, SHE DIES EVERY NIGHT 


Who is the murderer? That is literally 
up to you. 

Soon after the initial comedic gags 
that make up the necessary plotline lead- 
ing up to the murder, Nick O’Brien, the 
cop in charge, comes up with an idea: 


SHEARMADNESS.COM 


GEV .ce ERY. 
night to keep the audience guessing who 
the murderer is. 

When it originally opened in 
Boston, Shear Madness was scheduled 
for a mere 31 performances. Now, more 
than 30 years later, more than eight mil- 
lion people have seen it, making it the 
longest-running show in United States 
history. 

The uproarious performance is 
a one-set, six-character marvel firmly 
entrenched at the 196-seat Charles 
Playhouse. The play brings together a 
collection of likely suspects, a couple 
of conveniently present cops and a 
nightly audience of willing participants. 
Although the blood-curdling screams of 
Isabelle’s gruesome murder take place 
offstage, more than one character quickly 
sports some suggestive bloodstains. 


Turn up the house lights and let the au- 
dience question the suspects, who will 
obligingly re-enact the previous occur 
rences (some trying to “bend the truth” 
in their character’s favor). 

Once the barrier between the ac 
tors and the audience is shattered, all hell 
breaks loose. It is an immediate source 
of hilarity, because when Nick addresses 
the audience and the lights come up, 
the actors jump, pseudo-startled to have 
been observed for so long. Then the ac- 
tors plunge into interaction, improvising 


some riotously funny-—and insulting-. 


-replies to the grilling audience. “Hey 
kid, how old are you?” sneers the sleazy 
character of Eddie Lawrence after being 
grilled by a nine-year-old, “I’m nine.” 
“You wanna live to ten? Put your hand 
down!” 


The play’s most obvious audience 
appeal is the perpetually running string 
of unbelievably up-to-date jokes, which 
range from yesterday’s news to popular 
media to local cracks. “Oh please, if I 
wanted to kill someone I'd just put her 
on the Fung Wah bus.” The audience is 
laughing from beginning to end, with 
nary a serious moment in between. The 
conventional boundaries associated 
with actors and their roles are broken, 
with the actors running around during 
intermission commenting and chatting 
with the audience, half-in and half-out 
of character. Once it was known that 
my friends and I were there for a birth- 
day celebration, we were quickly woven 
into the plot during the second act. “Oh 
my GOD, I just cannot cannot cannot 
believe Isabelle is dead,” squeaks the 
flamboyantly gay hairdresser Tony Whit- 
comb, and with a gesture in our direction, 
“Don’t let it ruin your birthday, honey!” 

The show is different every time, 
with even the actors wondering how 


IS THIS A CLUE? 


it will turn out as each performance 
commences. As various pre-planned prat- 
falls are altered by accidental circumstanc- 
es, the lines are twisted and improvised 

to fit the moment: “It’s the phan- 
tom!” cried Tony Whitcomb, when half 
of Nick’s face was inadvertently covered 
in white shaving cream. Shear Madness 
results with the audience voting for the 
culprit, and the actors obligingly twist 
the plot to make it so. As the house lights 
begin to dim, the show ends with a bang, 
with Nick yelling, “Whatever way you 
vote, THAT is the way we'll play it!” 

Shear Madness never fails to impress, 

and leaves even the most conservative or 
elderly with.a smile on their face. Chil- 
dren are more than welcome too, making 
it the perfect place to entertain out-of- 
towners. With a running time of a little 
under two hours and a well-stocked bar 
for any patrons over 21, it is the perfect 
place to congregate for a laugh. And hey, 
with tickets available half-price at Bostix, 
what’s keeping you from going? 
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By Sopuia Wan, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


There is no way that you can miss a 
U2 release. From the posters near the bus 
stops to cover stories on magazines, U2 
is unable to be overlooked. This “biggest 
band in the world” comes to represent 
unbelievable longevity. “We were fight- 
ing for our relevance,” says guitarist The 
Edge in a recent Rolling Stone interview, 
“We felt like we can’t really afford not to 
be innovative.” 

While U2’s 12th album, No Line 
on the Horizon cannot be classified as a 
ground-breaking record, it certainly does 
maintain U2’s style. Produced by Daniel 
Lanois, Steve Lillywhite and the legendary 
Brian Eno, No Line retains the made-for- 
the-stadium quality that is particular to 
U2. Lead singer Bono still sings with a 
voice that can fill a football field, and The 
Edge’s guitar melodies are still soft and 
concise in all the right places. Yet in these 
familiarities, the album exerts a sense of 
fresh youthfulness that is distinct from 
their previous records. 

If you find the first single, “Get On 
Your Boots” too frantic and disjointed, be 


By Vanya Zvonar, IV 
Starr WRITER 


Family members, friends and fans 
of renowned actress Natasha Richardson 
were shocked and deeply saddened by her 
death on March 18, 2009. Richardson 
died of a brain injury days after suffering a 

_ skiing accident on the slopes of the Mont 
Tremblant Resort in Quebec, Canada. 
Richardson at first refused help, but was 
later rushed to a hospital, where she died 
two days later. 

Natasha Richardson was an English 
actress whose parents were well-known 
in the film industry. Her mother was 
actress Vanessa Redgrave, and her father 
was director Tony Richardson. Brought 
up in London, Richardson’s career began 
in London’s West End where she per 
formed in Anton Chekhov's The Seagull 


By B. Kim, IV 


EpiroriAL Boarp ASSOCIATE 


This year, I had the opportunity 
of attending the 2009 All State Music 
Festival: an annual event that celebrates 
some of the most talented high-school 
musicians from all corners of Massachu- 
setts. Four other students from Boston 
Latin School were also invited, along 
with different music directors and con- 
ductors from all over the country. This 
year’s festival took place at Symphony 
Hall, with rehearsals at the Seaport World 
Trade Center, from Thursday, March 26 
to Saturday, March 28. 

This year’s chorus performed a large 
assortment of pieces under the direction 
of Lorraine Lynch, the director of Choral 
Activities at the Roxbury Public Schools; 
her honors choir is known to be superior 
and has been invited to many prestigious 
events and places such as Carnegie Hall. 
Since these singers come from all over 
Massachusetts, there were some who had 
never even seen the city before! Lily Wu 
(III), an alto in the chorus, commented 
on working with these singers and the 
huge amount of talent they still had, and 
said: “All State was so different because 
a lot of the kids were from the suburbs, 


Closer was nominated 


A&E 


The Endless Horizon 


assured that the rest of the album does 
not follow a similar formula. The title 
track “No Line on the Horizon” is a rather 
exuberant piece with Bono’s expansive 
vocals harmonizing 
his characteristic 
“oobhhs” and “aah- 
hhs” (I quip them 
the “Bono-ohs”). 
It is melodic with 
swirls of guitars and 
synths. “White as 
Snow” is a peace- 
ful and quiet ballad 
with slow rhythm 
and bare euphonies, 
the bass playing 
with a tinge of sad- 
ness and loneliness. 
The next track, 


AN EQUAL SIGN? 


is something I hold dear,” he cracks. You 
may wonder whether Bono is getting sick 
of his own status and public attention 
or just referencing his ever-present 
shades. 
Bono’s 
topics for 
lyrics still re- 
volves around 
love and his 
“wise-man” 
observations. 
uhemerack 
“Magnificent” 
- opens with a 
Sfew notes of 
Zelectronics 
#and synthe- 
Esizers, then it 
incorporates 


“Breathe,” is an an- 
them rather than a ballad, where Bono 
half-slurs his lyrics at a fast pace, then 
breaks into the chorus, while the notes 
of a singular piano cuts into the song. In 
the somewhat facetiously titled “I'll Go 
Crazy if I Don’t Go Crazy Tonight,” Bono 
seems to take on a bit of self-deprecating 
humor: “The right to appear ridiculous 


Bono croon- 
ing the praises for love: “only love/ only 
love can heal such a scar.” He then breaks 
into his “oohhs” and “ahhhs” again amid 
The Edge’s harmonic riffs. In the serene 
and bass-heavy “Moment of Surrender,” 
Bono again approaches the subject of 
love: “it’s not if I believe in love/ But if 
love believes in me,” he sings, while tin- 


Death on the Slopes 


and starred in a production of High So- 
ciety. In 1998, she won 
the Tony Award and 
Drama Desk Award | 
for her acting with the 
Roundabout Theater — 
Company. Her Broad- __ 
way performance in 


for the Drama Desk 
Award for Outstanding 
Featured Actress in a 
Play. She also won the 
Outer Critics Circle 
Award for her role on 
the Broadway revival 
of Cabaret. 
Richardson’s act- 
ing career included 


MAY 11, 1963 - MARCH 18, 2009 


Hearst. Richardson continued to star 
in many productions 
throughout her life, 
appearing in over 20 
movies. Some of her 
more notable works 
include Ne// (1994), 
The Parent Trap (1998), 
and Maid in Manhattan 
(2002). 
Richardson 
was also featured in 
several television se- 
ries. Her first role in 
gan American series 
5.was in the 1984 CBS 
g mini-series Ellis Island. 
& Her television debut 
Zin the United King- 


the role of Mary Shel- 
ley in Gothic and the lead role in Patty 


dom was in an episode 
of the BBC series Oxbridge Blues. 


2009 All-State Festival 


and they were so amazed by the buildings 
and everything, Everybody was really nice 
and friendly, and it was amazing that ey- 
eryone sang so well! I had never been in 
an environment where everybody around 
me was so good.” 

Warren Thompson (III), played 
flute in the symphonic band conducted 
by Robert W. Smith, one of America’s 
most celebrated composers. He said, “I 
thought it was one of the best musical 
experiences I’ve ever had. Everything 
seemed to just really be spectacular, 
and it gave me a lot of insight that I 
haven't really had before about playing 
music in general and playing in band.” § 
Their performance of Smith’s original 
composition, Symphony No. 3 “Don 
Quixote” was an enthralling one, which ~ 
captivated the audience and grasped the 
true meaning of the novel and its title 
character. 

And last but not least, was the 
orchestra, in which three BLS students 
played. Violist Monique Smith (ID) said, 
“It was a good experience. It’s always 
good to have a different conductor and ~ 
see how they do different musical things, 
how they conduct and their different 
techniques and styles. It’s also a nice 
place to meet new people.” We played 


Respighi’s Pines of Rome under Allen 
Tinkham, the conductor of Chicago’s 
Youth Symphony. As said in the Chicago 
Tribune: “You could tell right away why 
Tinkham...was the search committee’s 
unanimous choice. His baton technique is 


clear and communicative; he knows what 
he wants and how to get it; he engages 
players and the public musically as well 
as verbally.” 


THE BEST OF THE BEST IN MASSACHUSETTS — 


kles of soft melodies permeate the verses. 
The vigorous “Stand Up Comedy” has a 
chorus where Bono half-yells: “C’mon ye 
people/ Stand up for your love.” These 
lyrics might sound cheesy, but the clichés 
often resonates with listeners. U2 con- 
nects with its audience through common 
topics like love, hardship, and politics, 
and in these themes, clichés are often 
inevitable. Perhaps that is why these 
songs work-they are universal and do not 
alienate their listeners. 

U2’s pop sensibilities are still prom- 
inent, poignant, and piquant. Their sound 
maintains a quality that can only be clas- 
sified as their own, and it is a mixture 
of melodious riffs and expressive vocals 
that no one can imitate. No Line on the 
Horizon, in turn, is nothing short of the 
usual marriage of simplistic yet extensive 
harmonics and unrestricted, bombastic 
vocals. Without innovation, however, 
the songs are still grand, ebullient, and 
sharply emotional. More than three 
decades after releasing their first album, 
Boy, Uz is still able to command the com- 
mercial and artistic stages, and it does 
not appear that they are going to stop 
anytime soon. 


Talent ran in Natasha Richardson’s 
blood, making her an amazing and unique 
actress. She was a star throughout her life 
and was known around the globe for her 
many contributions to the entertainment 
industry through theater, films, and tele- 
vision shows. Richardson was known for 
taking her career seriously and putting 
her whole heart into her work. Onstage, 
she was a passionate actress. Offstage, 
she was shy and easygoing, and disliked 
any fuss that the tabloids made over her 
personal life. 

Aside from being a remarkable 
actress, Richardson was also loving wife 
and mother of two. She was married to 
Liam Neeson, also a famous actor in his 
own right. Fans will not forget Richardson 
easily because she leaves behind a legacy 
to remind the world of her contributions 
to the entertainment industry. 


Pines of Rome, being an unfamiliar 
piece, sounded cacophonous at first. 
However, by the time of the performance, 
the piece had completely grown on us. 
“After the last note of this movie-like, 
grandiose music resonated through 
, Symphony Hall, all 
the pain and suffer 
ing of the past few 
_ days paid off. The 
_ power of the music 
managed to make 
its way even into 
my sleep-deprived 
brain,” said violinist 
Sherry Wu (ID). 

Despite the 
long rehearsal hours 
at the World Trade 
Center, it was so in- 
credible to see how 
much everyone en- 
joyed themselves, 
Pand how dedicated 
Fall of the players 
were. Although I 
= — have been a part of 
orchestras here and there for as long as I 
can remember, being a participant of the 
All-State orchestra was a truly unique and 
inspiring experience. 
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1. Gay rights activist; a dairy product 
1e of the Jackson 5 

, ay 
6. BLS Chem teacher 


8. Legendary bird that delivers babies 
9. French Impressionist painter known 


for waterlilies 


11. A 


c unit for electric resistance 


r that causes itching 


16.A pt 
18. Common cold also known as this kind 
of virus 

19. South Dakota capital 


21. Mnemonic used to memorize treble 


clef spaces 

22. Children’s doll known for being rag- 
23. Common prefix used again and again 
25. First emperor of Brazil: Pedro 


27. Element number 82 
28. Greek goddess of marriage 
30. Main character of The Color Purple 


Gentle 


8/6|7| 
Shel | lie 


Across 


32. 4th judge of American Idol: 
DioGuardi 

33. Warrior princess 

34. Sarah Palin’s grandson 

37. Weapon, group of people, or place of 
entertainment 

39. Madoff’s scheme 

40. At the house of, with the accusative 
44. Lhis beats rock 

47. Mr. Rogers’ first name 

48. New York rapper married to Kelis 
49. 2009 Grammy winner: Best New 
Artist 

52. Afro-Brazilian dance form that incor- 
porates martial arts 

53. Western marsupial 

54. Author of To Ki/lA Mockingbird 

55. Most densely populated state: New 


~FUN PAGE 
e Official Argo Crossword 


Sudokus 


Boston Latin School Argo 


Pela ES is 
a pe a ae 


ia 
oo 


Down 


1. Indigenous people of New Zealand 

2. | am, in Latin 

3. Main character of Yu-Gi-Oh!: Yugi _ 
. Chief god in Norse paganism 

5. Joy Luck Club member: An-mei __ 

7. An airport in CA; not strict or severe 
10. “The original, creamy, chocolaty ha- 
zelnut spread” 

12. A pause in a line of verse 

14. 1010, to Brutus 

15. High-fiving Scrubs character: The _ 
17. Indian national anthem (no, it’s not Jai 
Ho): ___ Mataram 

18. BLS Argo Sports Editor 

20. Recent addition to NATO 

21. An untruth; a poetic form like the haiku 
24. Famous art museum in New York 

26, The Simpsons bartender 

27. One of the Rice Krispies cartoon 
characters 

29. Found at the end of a shoelace 


31. Insurance company with lion logo; 
found at the end of gerunds 

32. Kids drink this type of -aid 

35. Element number 91 

36. Winner of 2009 BLS Spelling Bee 

38. Mount Rushmore sculptor 

41. South Vietnamese president assas- 
sinated in 1963 

42. Famous Sonny Rollins jazz composi- 
tion 

43. Official language of Sri Lanka 

44. Former WHDH anchor (1997-2009) 
45. Fictional French elephant king 

46. Jay Gatsby’s love interest; Bellis pe- 
rennis 

47. Faith, to Maria 

50. An invalid serve in tennis that must 
be replayed 

51. British rule in Indian subcontinent 
(1858-1947) 


Diabolical . oe . 
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 Dodechell Tistenanient 
(April 17) 
fe ‘Come and watch a fun game of 
- a hosted by the Student Coun- 


_ Asian Night 

May 15,6 PM.) 

Celebrate the end of the year at 
Asian Night with your friends! See your 
ssmates perform and show off their 
ging and dancing skills. Show tickets 
$5 and show and dinner tickets are 


h CAN's Third Annual 


IMATE CHANGE SUMMIT 


WORKSHOPS | GUEST SPEAKERS | FUN ACTIVITIES 
ENTERTAINMENT | DOOR PRIZES | FREE FOOD 


Saturday, 


State Center, 32 Vaosar Street, Cambri dec UA 
® ViT Red Line Stop at Kendal! Square 


oo ~ Register Online at www. b| syouthcan. org 
Hosted by: Youth CAN in parteerciip with The Technology & Culture | onium at MIT 


WWW.KAKUAGPI 


Fill in thee ithive tenes srt aunsbcteh 19) Bech’ series er ahite bare across An open ml nd = LIM ITLE Ss POSSI Bi LITIES 
and down must add up to the white number at the top or to the left. The numbers 
that fill a series of boxes across or down must be different. For example, on the 
right. bottom corner are two horizontal white boxes with a 4 on the left. This means 
that the numbers 1 and 3 must go into each othe two boxes. 2 and 2 would not work 
because the numbers cannot be repeated in a series of white boxes. 


Can you find this at BLS? 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER TERM 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 


This surmmer, experience college life, further your knowledge, 
and gain new perspectives in the heart of Boston. 

Join academically motivated high school students from 
around the world for this head start to your college future. 


HIGH SCHOOL HONORS New! SUMMER PREVIEW 
June 28-August 7 duly 20-24 

Earn 8 college credits in two Study one subject in an 

BU courses. For rising seniors in-depth seminar. For rising 
and exceptional juniors. freshmen and sophomores. 


RESEARCH INTERNSHIP 

IN SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
June 28-August 7 

Engage in a BU laboratory 
research project. For rising seniors. 


SUMMER CHALLENGE 
Sessions: 

« June 1?-July 1 

« July 5-17 

« July 26-August 7 

Take two non-credit BU 
seminars. For rising sephomores, 
juniors, and seniors. 


‘See if you can find this object in the halls of Boston Latin School. If you do, 
email us its location or email a picture of it to blsargo@gmail.com and a surprise 
will await you. 


Want to work for the Argo next year? 


Applications for all positions are available 
in Mr. Flynn’s office. Please return them by 
April 29, 2009. 


, BOSTON 
bu.edu/summer/highschool 
617-353-1378 UNIVERSITY 
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SPORTS 
Future of BLS Spring Athletics 


By RENE REYEs, I 


Sports Epiror 


Spotlight 


Naoise McDonnell 


Next year, there won't be a Christian Onouha. There won't be a Suzi Lu. There won't be a Brendan O' Brien. And there 
won't be a Stefani McGrath. I guess you can kind of catch my drift now. During this upcoming spring season, there are many 
members from the Class of 2010 and below to watch out for. Check out the chart below to get a sneak peak at the future faces 


of Boston Latin School Spring Athletics. 


PLAYER ANALYSIS 
As a product of Roslindale and of | 
Sacred Heart School, just like Emily, I 
personally know for a fact that she and 
sports go hand in hand. As mentioned 
in an article earlier this year, Emily is 
among the many younger basketball | 
varsity players who will be here for years 
to come. Throughout the season, she 
displayed enormous improvements in| 
| developing herself as a post presence 
on the team. But her accomplishments 
don't end on the basketball court; they | Jenny Makoviing: 
continue on the softball diamond. The 
team will look to this pitcher/shortstop 
to take them to greater lengths. 


PLAYER 


By GEMMA ie 
ee _Contrinvrine — 


Emily Berardi, III 
Sports: 
Basketball & Softball 


the ball upwards and backwards, and : 
around to see the ball swoosh through the 
basket. That was Naoise McDonnell’s first 
shot on a standard-sized hoop. That amaz- 
ing shot, coupled with his love for Michael 
Jordan and his favorite movie, Space Jam, 
helped Naoise realize his love of basket- 
ball, and talent at every sport he tried. 

Growing up, he was often on a team. 
yearround; he started with baseball at 
age seven, and went on to play lacrosse, 
football and basketball, and even ran 


5 " 


ro: 
— : 


3" shorty: A redhead and proud | 
| of it. Te a smile that stretches from | 
ear to ear. Characteristics of a coxswain? | 
For all of you who are not fluent in Crew | 
terminology, a coxswain is the person | 
who sits in front of the boat and encour } 
ages her teammates to do their best. And | 
who also swears...just a little bit. These 
qualities could not be more embodied | 

in junior Caroline Kiritsy. She's been on | 
first boat since the tenth grade and she | 


track and cross country for Boston Latin Caroline Kiritsy, II] loves her rowers and is like a teenage| Brian Mylett, III 
School in the eighth and ninth grades. Sport: mother to them. With victories at the Sports: 

He started playing football when he was Crew Head of the Charles, Caroline brings} Baseball, Golf, & 
eleven, and was the quarterback for the that winning mentality to the BLS Crew Hockey 
Mattapan Patriots for three years. The Team, which will hopefully lead them 

past two years, however, Naoise has really to make another Nationals appearance. 


shown his athleticism on the BLS football 
team. Many of us have been to games, and 
watched No. 12, the’starting quarterback 
and cornerback, throw and run in valiant 
attempts to win a game. But, as the foot- 


ball team reminded us at the end of every 


game, winning isn’t everything. 
Naoise has always played more for 
the love of the game than the love of 


winning. Famous for being a clown in the 


locker room, he does a lot to keep up the 
team’s morale. Coupled with his natural 


leadership and relaxed attitude, he has 


proven himself to be not only a great ath 


lete, but also a great sport too. Even Gio 


has to admit he’s a good sport, f 
not easy to hear Gio call you 


having your afro e out le unde ee 


helmet every day. 


‘Unlike football es winning 
in basketball was quite a different story. 
Growing up, Naoise played basketball 


practically all year on different 


around the city. At one point du ig his 
oe oa 


tinue to play basketball in college, and I’m 
sure will continue to be a crowd-pleaser z as 


his afro swooshes backwards and ae 


as hes runs down | the court. 


ohen he a out, cadens favorite food, 
shrimp carbonara. Naoise hopes to con-- 


- team to Nationals in Cincinnati two 


David Ma may have a twin. He may | 
even look a little Chinese. But there's one | 
thing we're all certain about: he's a force | 
to be reckoned with on the volleyball | 
court. Playing in his fourth season for| 
the Wolfpack and first as team captain, | 
David has progressed into a complete | 
player, transforming his weaknesses | 
into strengths. As the opposite hitter, | 
David has improved both his hitting and | 
blocking, instilling fear into his DCL op- # 
Jordan Tolbert, V 


David Ma, II ponents. If the team wants to reach the 
Sport: same level of success as the Girls’ team Sport: 
Volleyball did earlier this year, this junior will have Tennis 


to lead the way. 


ANALYSIS 
When I hear Russian and tennis in 


_| the same sentence, the first image that 


pops into my head is that of 6' 2" blonde 
tennis star Maria Sharapova. When Rus- 
sian and tennis are uterred in the halls of 
Boston Latin, that applies to freshman 
Jenny Makovkina. Jenny was born in 
Russia, and she came here to the United 


4+ States when she was six. She played 2nd 


doubles last year, had a winning record, 
and made it all the way to the quarters 
of the individual doubles tournament 
(MIAA). Rumors around the school has 
it that her height is incorrect—some say 
she's way taller than 5' 7”. 


You're not going to find many three 
sport athletes around here at Boston Latin 
School. Brian Mylett, however, is part of that 
select few. He plays golf in the fall, hockey 
in the winter, and baseball in the spring. 
As a transfer from Boston Latin Academy, 
Brian has already left his mark on the Latin 
sports scene...as a sophomore. This winter, 
the hockey team fell to Plymouth South in 
the final game of the season; a win would 
have given them a place in the state playoffs. 
Nowas spring starts, Wolfpack baseball is in 


| the air. Last season, the team, lost their last 


game to miss out on the playoffs. Mylett, the 
team’s shortstop and pitcher, will play a huge 
role in determining the team’s outcome. 
Missing the playoffs isn’t an option. 


You might not be intimidated when 
you see him. You definitely won't be in- 
timidated when you hear that he is only 
an eighth grader-at Boston Latin School. 
But on the tennis court, Jordan Tolbert is 
as formidable as any. Jordan's intensity, fo- 
cus, and determination are years ahead of 
him, and these attributes keep him in any 
match, no matter who the opponent is. 
He should prove to be an integral part of 
the team for years to come. "Today you'll 
be playing Jordan Tolbert from Boston 
Latin." That's a sentence tennis players in 
the DCL will not want to hear. Maybe by 
then he'll look more frightening. 


Crew = More Than Just a Sport 


By GEMMA FALIVENE, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The Boston Latin School Crew 
team is, in my opinion, one of the most 
underappreciated teams in the whole 
school. Many people don’t even know it 
exists! But for those who do, they know 
that rowers are easy to spot; they are 
dedicated, fit, and usually have calluses 
and blisters covering the insides of their 
hands from having to grip their oars. I 
started rowing on the team in eighth 
grade, and my three years on the team 
were both the most amazing, and the 
most painful of my life. Crew is arguably 
one of the most demanding sports there 
is. Training in Florida during February 
vacation, morning and afternoon prac- 
tices and a six month long season 
makes crew less of a sport and more of 
a lifestyle. 

The team was founded by Coach 
Gillian Curran, who has since led the 


years in a row. The crew team has also 
medaled in some of the biggest races in 
the high school rowing, including the 


Lowell Invitational, Regionals, NEI- 
RAS, Head of the Charles, and Mass 
Publics. Months before the ice melts 
on the Charles and rowers are even 
able to place their boats in the water, 
the crew team starts their preseason 
training: doing cardio workouts, weight- 
lifting, and erging (working out on a 
machine that simulates the motion and 
weight of pulling an oar through the 
water). 

Rowing takes flexibility, strength, 
and endurance. Although a race is 
typically only a couple minutes long, it 
entails the entire boat, either eight or 
four rowers, pulling as hard as humanly 
possible to move their boat ahead of 
the competition. It is a strange feeling 
to get used to at first, because while 
one is rowing, they are pulling their oar 
towards their bodies, propelling the 
boat backwards. While rowing, athletes 
look forward at the oars of the team- 
mates seated in front of them because 
it is imperative that every rower’s oar 
enters and leaves the water in perfect 
synchronization, or it can work against 
the speed of the boat. The boat’s 


coxswain (pronounced coxsin) helps 
with that. They are typically smaller 
girls who don’t row, but motivate the 
athletes and steer the boat. A crew 
boat can be amazingly expensive to 
repair, so they have a very important 
job. 

The senior captains this year are 
Hillary Cornish (1), Caroline Johnson 
(I), and Julia Yasek (I). These girls have 
all been rowing for many years, and are 
great motivators and role models for 
their fellow rowers. Hillary Cornish, 
who has been on the team, says, “Crew 
is one of the most intense sports. Gillian 
sets up a lot of hard workouts for us, but 
they always turn out to be helpful in the 
end when we beat every team around 
us!” The BLS crew team is famous for 
being a small, but dedicated team, and 
has won countless medals and races, a 
good deal of which were for the gold. 
The crew team’s first race of the season 
was this past Saturday on the Charles 
and there is no doubt they will con- 
tinue to race their way into first place 
throughout the season. Good luck to 
the BLS crew team! 
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Boys' TENNIS: 
Chin and Gibbons Lead the Way 


SPORTS 


GIRLS’ TENNIS: 
New Courts. New Season. 


By Nora Lin, I 


Puoto Epiror 


By MICHELLE YAN, I 
Puorto Epiror 


After a long winter of chilly temperatures and snowstorms, 
springtime is finally here. For most New Englanders, the emer- 
gence of blooming flowers and warm weather comes with thoughts 
of fun and relaxation at the beach. For the Boston Latin School 
Boys’ Tennis team, spring has a fairly different meaning. For the 
next two months, these young men, led by captain Kevin Chin 
(1), will practice hard everyday after school at their new home, 
the Robert M. Beren Tennis Center at Harvard College, nop. 


ing to top last year’s 
second- fround 
playoff ap- _ pearance, 
the best re- - sult in the 
history of Boys’ Ten- 
nis at BLS. Despite 
suffering © the loss of 
four seniors from last 
year’s varsi- =ty lineup, 
veterans eke vin 
Chin (1), SPatrick 
Peser te Rico BOYS FLEX THEIR RACKETS aieand 


Jordan Tolbert (V) are enthusiastic about the chances of a suc- 
cessful season. “We took a big hit this season, but our young line 
up looks very promising and should make us a very formidable 
force this year,” describes Chin. 

With four unfilled positions after the Class of 2008 gradu- 
ated, tryouts have been extremely vital to the team. Coach Herb 
Chenell has been working hard on constructing the best pos- 
sible lineup with strength in both singles and doubles. Several 
underclassmen, with the youngest being only in Class V, have 
come forward to fill these positions. Though lacking experience 
as a varsity team member, all of these rookies have had years 
of training and have developed their games elsewhere. Only 
a freshman, Rhonny Rosario (IV) has proved himself to be a 
dominating presence on the tennis court, having played for four 
years at Sportsmens’ Tennis Club in Dorchester. Even younger is 
Mark Anthony Kenney CV), a participant of C.H.A.D., a tennis 
program in Charlestown. “Rhonny and Mark’s consistent serves 
and sharp aggressive volleys will make them a difficult team for 
opponents to match,” says Gibbons. Any team who loses over 
half its players is faced with a daunting obstacle, but rest assured, 
these underclassmen aim to do more than just fill the shoes of 
last year’s seniors. They seek to outshine last year’s 13-7 record, 
despite the competition from tough Dual County League power 
houses, such as Concord-Carlisle and Acton-Boxboro. 

The high levels of experience from the two upperclass- 
men, Kevin Chin and Patrick Gibbons, as well as guidance from 
Coach Chenell, a man who has played a major role in the team’s 
success in recent years, the Boys’ Tennis team will definitely be 
a contender in the DCL. They will develop into a top team or, 
as Chin would probably say, a “force” to be reckoned with! 


At the start of this spring season, instead of traveling to 
Dorchester for their daily practices, the girls have moved to 
the gorgeous, well-kept Harvard College tennis courts. This 
pleasant change has given the girls more courts to practice on. 
Rather than six outdoor courts split among both the Boston 
Latin School Boys’ and Girls’ Tennis teams, they are given about 
six courts each. Hopefully, this shift to new home courts will be 


the start of good fortune for the Girls’ team. “I love these new — 


courts, they'll send a powerful message to our opponents,” says 
Megan Mulrooney (ID). 

Since the tennis team last year did not have any senior girls, 
the lineup has remained relatively similar, led by captains Megan 
Mulrooney (II), Bethany Nguyen (II), and Alex Dorgan (II). 


These girls have high hopes for the team this year. Mulrooney : 


added, “I think we definitely will make it farther in the playofts 


this year because we have a strong team this year and we've all 


be working really hard.” 
Last year, the Girls’ Tennis team achieved a winning record, 
earning them a place in the playoffs. The girls acknowledge 


her sleeping 


By Rosyn Casper, I 


~ & Anna THIpeautt, I 
ContripuTinc Writers 


_ How can | even ayes to describe 


Noe yet Kaitlin 
th her teachers, despite 
s. In her seventh year 
at Boston Latin, KJ often expresses how 
much she is going to miss her years here. 
Asa member of the girls’ hockey and soft- 
ball teams, and a dedicated volunteer in 
the College Resource Center, KJ has truly 
taken advantage of all the opportunities 


_ our school has to offer, and has made many 


nds thtolgioe her time at BLS. 


that they still have a lot 

to work to | do in order 

to advance | farther than © 

last year. In fact, theyhave — 
already be- gun to change A Likely 
their prac- tices, includ- 

ing jump- roping during 
warm-up. According 

to Coach - Paulanne Wil- 

son, this is meant to keep 

them active even when 

they are not hitting on 

the courts. Co-captain 
Nguyen states, “This is 

one of our last years to 

bring the =champion- | 
ship home to BLS and 


we are going to work even harder to secure the title, even if it 


means jump-roping to the bathroom every day.” 
Despite the fact that tennis is a very independent sport, 


this Girls’ team has remained a closely knit group, relying on © 


each other for encouragement during matches. Since both their 


it Dawg is a devout member of 
. Undoubtedly one of the 
arts of her life is her ador- : 


home and away games are far from school, their fan base has _ 1 


stayed fairly small, consisting of only parents. With no one else to 


cheer them on, these girls have become accustomed to shouting | 


across courts in between points to encourage each other. 


With the new courts and a new season, these girls have — 


a fresh start and a chance for a successful season. Their main 
competition includes suburban schools such as Newton South 
and Westford Academy. So, good luck to these girls as they jump- 
rope their way to many more victories. 


Expectations High for Boys’ VBall 


By Suzi Lu, I 


Copy Error 


tional volleyball 
team, Jose Bar- 
bosa. His fresh 
perspective and 


The Boston Latin School Boys’ Volley- 
ball team has been training hard for the past 
two weeks in preparation for a promising 


season. Under the direction of newly ac-_ international 
quired Coach Jose Barbosa and second-year _ experience have 
Coach Robbie Guen, the team is optimistic helped the team 
about its chances of qualifying for the play- _ rebuild its confi- 
offs after a disappointing regular season last dence. 

year. Preseason practices have been intensely While the 


team may have 
talent and ex- 
perience, their 
main goal is to 


rigorous as Barbosa and Guen push the team 

to reestablish their fundamental skills— 

passing, setting, hitting, and serving. 
Despite the loss of team MVP, Fang 


(ID), will also be critical. Another new face 
is former member of the Peruvian men’s na- 


Kevin Ma (VD), who revitalized the crowd. 
As the youngest 
player on the 
team, Kevin will 


and defensive 


& the Spy Ponders, 
25-16. 


Yuan (08), this year’s roster is still filled play together as 


finish the last set, 


Guen to insert the second string, including — 


be an important _ 
factor in years to — 
_ come. In spite of — 
some communi — 
cation problems — 


errors, BLS beat — 


k The Wolf - 
pack was able to | 


with both talent and experience. With co- 
captains Jack Chan (I) and David Ma (ID) 
leading the way, the boys are gearing up 
for an intense season in the Dual County 
League. Key returning varsity players include 
outside hitter Doug Goon (0), setter Warren 
Luo (1), and middle hitter Sonny Phan (1). 
Their play will be especially important to the 
team’s overall success and level of play. 

The team is also depending on other 
players to step up and fill in the holes, such 
as defensive specialist Tony Fun (ID, setter 
Kyle Luke (ID, and middle Jasper Hobbs (D). 
This year’s additions to the varsity roster, Yu- 
kun Li (D, Phi Tran (ID, and Joshua Savides 


a team, win or lose, in order to create a fluid 
chemistry that is essential to volleyball. 

On a rainy afternoon, the stands of 
the BLS upper gym were filled with fans 
for the home opener against the Arlington 
Spy Ponders. Despite a shaky start in the 
first set, the Wolfpack managed to bounce 
back under the strong serving of David Ma, 
whose streak carried the team to a 19-8 lead. 
Middle hitters Sonny Phan and Yukun Li 
provided powerful hits to secure the impres- 
sive 25-10 win. 

In the second set, the boys took an 
early lead as Arlington called a timeout at 
14-4. The formidable margin allowed Coach 


25-18, with the help of some careless mistakes 
by Arlington. The decisive victory foreshad- | 


owed the full potential of the team. 


Undoubtedly, the boys will face tough 
opponents and encounter many obstacles _ 


throughout the season. I am confident, 


however, that the boys will play with passion _ 
and intensity, As Doug Goon stated, “There _ 
are high expectations this year as we look to _ 


make a deep playoff run. If we can be more 
consistent and perform up to our potential, 
we can be one of the top teams in the league. 
I can guarantee that our competitive level 
will be better than last year and we will be a 
hard team to play against.” 


SPORTS 
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Bruins Prepare For Playoff Run 


By MicHAEL Tomasini, II 
Starr WRITER 


The 2008-2009 Bruins are now of- 
ficially better than any previous team to 
don the Black and Gold in more than 15 
years. The B’s have won the Northeast 
Division and home ice throughout the 
playoffs, acquiring 108 points through 
April 1, the most that any Bruins team has 
ever scored since the 1992-1993 season. As 
they wrap up their final few games, they 
now turn their attention to the Stanley 
Cup playoffs, beginning on April 13. 

Many teams, regardless of what 
sport, win games due to performances 
from stars that produce great individual 
efforts. This is not the case for the Boston 
Bruins. They have a variety of talented 
players, from young speedsters Phil Kessel 
and Blake Wheeler to veteran enforcers 
Zdeno Chara and Andrew Ference. The 
B’s have an emphasis on team play (ten 
players with at least 40 points), and as a 
result, they are at the top of the Eastern 
Conference as the first seed and favorites 
to reach the Stanley Cup Finals. 

Yet just like any season, there have 


By DEVIN Kirsy, UI 


S: TAFF WRITER 


Detroit’s been everywhere lately. 
The now famous capitol of America’s auto 
industry has decayed and collapsed with 
the trying times, espe- 
cially for auto giants 
like General Motors. 
Now, Detroit gets the 
spotlight once again 
for arguably thé best 
showcase in college 
sports, the highlight 
of March Madness, 
the Final Four. This @ 
historic Final Four 
is full to the brim of 
worthless statistics: 
none of the four teams ‘ 
won their conference | 
tournament. Half of 
the head coaches are 
in the Hall of Fame, 


oe 5 
ATTLES OKLAHOMA 


been mistakes. When the Bruins were 
routed by the Western Conference-lead- 
ing San Jose Sharks on February 10, their 
game slipped. The loss was followed by a 
6-9-3 record through February and early 
March. Uninspired’ play and injuries to 
key players resulted in lackluster effort 
and loss after loss. 

Coach Claude Julien and the execu- 
tive office knew something had to be done 
in order to prevent total collapse. As the 
trade deadline approached, the Bruins 
traded minor league prospects and draft 
picks to acquire Mark Recchi from the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Steve Mon- 
tador from the Anaheim Ducks. General 
manager Peter Chiarelli explained why 
he acquired Recchi, saying that “Mark’s 
a gritty player, he goes into those areas 
that a lot of the goals come from.” Rec- 
chi has since recorded 9 points in his first 
11 games as a Bruin, while Montador has 
bolstered the team’s solid defense. Both 
veterans add depth to a roster without 
much playoff experience. 

The Bruins are now getting ready 
as the playoffs approach. The goaltending 
tandem of Tim Thomas and Manny Fer- 


nandez will be continue into the playoffs, 
according to Coach Julien. He explained, 
“T think it’s important for all the right rea- 


sons. We want 
Timmy to get 
an opportunity 
to get some rest. 
We also want 
Manny to find 
his game, and § 
give us that posi- ; 
tion of strength 
we thought we 
had. I think 
it’s important 
for us to have % 
both our goal- ~~ 
tenders ready. 
So we're going 
to give Manny 
an opportunity 
to do that down 
the stretch and 


hopefully: give: m2 AEE NEES SAT ILES SOR THE Eads 


Timmy the chance to get some rest and 
stay sharp.” 

Both goaltenders have contributed 
to this season’s success, so it makes sense 


Final Four Preview 


coupled with the effect that Michigan, is 
playing somewhat of a home game, expect 
the Spartans to come out and contend 
strongly. With the full roster recovered 
from their seasonal injuries, big men like 
6-10 Goran Suton, who was very impres- 
sive in the Louisville 
game, Raymar Morgan, 
shooters like Durrell 
Summers, and leading 
scorer Kalin Lucas can 
pose a legitimate threat 
to UConn. In order to 
stop these potent scor 
ers, UConn is going to 
have to play. tough de- 
fense, which starts with 
one man: 7-3 monster 
Hasheem Thabeet. If 
Thabeet can lock down 
he inside and scare 
eople like Suton into 
taking outside jumpers, 
the rest of the UConn 


and three of them 
have won titles. 1,600 students have guar- 
anteed twenty-dollar seats to make the Fi- 
nal Four seem more “student-friendly.” Et 
cetera, et cetera. Here is the breakdown 
of the two matchups: 

University of Connecticut versus 
Michigan State University: If the Louis- 
ville game is any indication on how Michi- 
gan State tends to close the tournament, 
then UConn is in no way a shoe-in. Also, 


squad, like double-dou- 
ble machine Jeff Adrien and explosive 
point guards A.J. Price and Kemba Walker, 
can possibly handle the rest. 

Villanova versus University of 
North Carolina: As admirable as Vil- 
lanova’s run has been, with Scottie Reyn- 
olds’ clutch shot against Pittsburgh and 
all, they have zero motivation. No one 
really talks about Villanova, admittedly. 
I had Pitt beating them and have not 


watched one of their games. UConn and 
North Carolina were expected to make 
it this far, and Michigan State wasn’t as 
surprising. They simply may not have the 
drive that firecrackers like Michigan State 
or more importantly powerhouse UNC 
has to win the title. 

Dante a3 ae is ay the only 
star on that. 
team; he is §f 
consistent, 
powerful, 
and a po- 
tent scorer. — 
There are | 
already 
whispers of | 
NBA drafts 
for Cun- 


UCONN OUTLASTS MISSOURI 


to use both in the playoffs. With the skill 
and endurance of two goalies instead of 
one, the B’s should have an easier time 
overcoming opponents 
as they progress in the 
, playoffs. 

Though it will be- 
_ come clearer over the 
= next few days which 
_ team the Bruins will play 
in the first round, they 
will most likely face the 
Florida Panthers, the 


~ Fans are gearing up fora 
possible repeat of the 
'2007 playoff match 
up against Montreal as 
an opportunity to send 
Sthe Habs back home 
gand move on to the next 
sround. No matter what 
happens, the most im- 
portant thing is that Boston is a hockey 
town once again, and the future is just as 
bright as it was in the past for the historic 
franchise. 


forever with another Player of the Year 
and a championship, might be the force 
that takes the more complacent Villanova 
Wildcats by storm. 
Personally, I would pick UNC over 
Villanova. The Wildcat’s just won't be that 
wild to be in Detroit, and they need to 
pet to overcome the well-favored North 
Carolina Tar 
Heels. UNC 
also comes 
in with sev- 
eral chips on 
its shoulder, 
from unreal- 
3 sized ambition 


&to the desire 


ningham. 
Scottie Reynolds is also a good scorer, 
but can do little else. They are going to 
have to play aggressively to get UNC un- 
comfortable and possibly send their star 
Tyler Hansbrough to the bench early with 
some fouls (like what happened to Tyler 
with Oklahoma). The big returning Player 
of the Year is backed by the equally lethal 
Ty Lawson. Expect Lawson, Wayne El- 
lington, and Danny Green, all of whom are 
usually good, to really step it up in order 
to prove that they can play on a profes- 
sional level after remaining undrafted last 
year by the NBA. These three, along with 
Hansbrough’s drive to leave college ball 


to become leg- 
endary with Hansbrough. 

On the other hand, UConn-Mich- 
igan is harder to pick off the bat. The 
two times before they've met in the Final 
Four, they have each won one game. 
These teams are pretty well-matched, and 
it looks like it’s going to come down to — 
personal heroics by someone like Suton 
or Thabeet to carry the team to victory. 
Now, I know by the time you guys read 
this article the Final Four will already have 
its two participants. I’m just offering my 
preview on how the semi-finals will play” 
out. Maybe [ll be right. Or miserably 


wrong? 


Athletes & Their Homeboy Syndrome 


By LAUREN ANDERSON, I 


Assistant Sports Eprror 


Throughout the history of sports, 
it seems as if there has been a string of 
professional athletes making incredible 
mistakes; for example, shooting yourself 
in the leg and operating an illegal dog 
fighting ring (and these are just in recent 
memory!). I have been wondering, how- 
ever, while looking at these athletes’ track 
records, what leads these men, who have 
more money than many will ever have, 
to commit these preposterous crimes,. Is 
this the- bizarre behavior of the super-rich. 
super-athletes or is it that these, interna- 
tionally recongized stars are trying to stay 


true to their boys? 
I believe it is the latter. Let’s take 


Michael Vick, for example. Vick was one of _. 


the most mobile and marketable quarter- 
backs there ever was. He did not need the 
money he gained from his illegal dog-fight- 
ing ring, and therefore I ask the question, 
“Why did he do it?” Surely it was not for 
the love of the dogs, or for the love of dog- 
fighting that caused Vick to participate in 
dog fighting and the slaughter of dogs to 
stay with his boys. He was trapped between 
fame and the hood. After the initial news 
coverage, many of Vick’s acquaintances 
and family friends said that he, was being 
dragged down by his “homeboys,” and that 
he did not know how to be Michael Vick: 


- athlete to remain close with hi 


_an illicit dog fightin 


. superstar receiver 
_ League who conce 


the franchise quarterback and the buddy 
of his friends from the past. 

- Being surrounded by fake friends 
leads the 2009 version of the ie 


acquaintances attracte 
his fame, many of the 
close to reap the ben, 


seme athlete e 


“crimes” or what 


a crowded nighteltf 
the leg. (If you are 


lete J am ta 
ress.) Now, 


about, it is Plaxico Bur- 
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Versus 


With hardly any interest from American fans, should there even be a 
World Baseball Classic? 


SPORTSILLUSTRATED.CNN.COM 


| CARE! 


By Ricarpo SANCHEZ, II 
STAFF WRITER 


WHO 
CARES? 


By Eur Horeman, 


Starr WRITER © 


When talking about the World Baseball Classic (WBO), one might not have 
much to say. From an American standpoint, it seems as though the WBC is nothing 
more than an afterthought. This spring, the WBC has not gotten much attention 
from viewers in the United States. There have been complaints that the WBC is 
too much of an injury risk for players to go, or that it has negative effects on the 
players’ professional season. 

One might also say that the television ratings are just too low to watch the 
games, or that the average attendance to these games are low as well. The fact 
of the matter-is that the WBC is a chance for baseball players across the globe to 
come and represent their country on the world stage. It is good for the game of 
baseball, as it also promotes the game to other parts of the world. These are reasons 
why we should have a WBC. : 

The WBC was first proposed by Major League baseball as a way of promo 
ing America’s pastime across the globe. It was a great idea because it was the only 
tournament to feature professional baseball players from all of the major leagues 
and tournaments across the world, most notably, Major League Baseball. This made 
it far more attractive to watch than any of the other international tournament, such 

_as the Baseball World Cup or the Summer Olympics. 

This tournament allowed professional players to compete against each other 
representing their home country. What greater honor is there than to compete on 
the world stage, representing your homeland? 

Granted, the television ratings have been low for the WBC, as have the at- 
tendance numbers for the tournament’s games. One must keep in mind, however, 
that the World Baseball Classic is a very young tournament, as it is only in its second 
year. Though still somewhat low, the television ratings have in fact gone up in the 
United States, receiving a rating of 1.3, 30% more than in 2006. Also, the ratings 
overseas have been significantly higher. In Japan and Korea, games have received 
ratings of 37.8 and 43.4. If the purpose of the World Baseball Classic is to promote 
the game of baseball across the world, isn’t it good to know that the games’ televi- 
sion ratings across the world have increased (though slightly) over the years? 

Aside from representing your country and promoting the game of baseball, 
the WBC also produces great revenue for Major League Baseball. With games 
being held in stadiums across the United States, revenue is generated through the 
selling of tickets to supporters of their country. More revenue is also generated 
in the form of merchandise sales and concession stands. Team apparel and mer 
chandise has been successful in the first two World Baseball Classic tournaments. 
The Rogers Centre, a stadium in Toronto that held first-round games, set a record 
for single-day merchandise sales for a non-World Series game there. Not only do 
these sales increase revenue for Major League Baseball, but they also indirectly 
contribute to the promoting of baseball across the world. ; 

There is also the health issue. Many Major League general managers have wor- 
ried that the WBC is a risk to their players’ health. This was the case this year with 
a few teams in the tournament (Team U.S.A. in particular), players were suffering 
injuries during the tournament and have been forced to begin their professional 
seasons injured. One might argue that this is reason enough to not have a World 
Baseball Classic. We must remember that players could just as easily suffer injuries 
if they remain in spring training. 

Overall, the World Baseball Classic does have its pros and cons. Play- 
ers that truly love the game of baseball, as well as their country, would love to 
compete in the World Baseball Classic without any hesitation. Also, as MLB 
Commissioner Bud Selig put it, the World Baseball Classic helps “grow the sport 
around the world.” The increased revenue that comes with it also helps the growth 
of the sport. Even with the possibility of injury, in the end, it is the honor of rep- 
resenting one’s country in on the world stage that makes it all worth it. Everyone 
should have the chance to do so, and the World Baseball Classic is that perfect 


opportunity. 


In its second go-round as the triennial, premier international baseball tourna- 
ment, the World Baseball Classic again failed to captivate many American fans. 

While the apathy of other countries in the tournament may not be to the same 
extent as the United States, the goal of the World Baseball Classic is to international- 
ize baseball and attract fans from other countries. In this sense, the World Baseball 
Classic has not been very successful either. Part of the reason why Americans don’t 
have a great interest in the WBC is because we have the highest-caliber, professional 
level of baseball in the world. We have become so accustomed to it that we do not 
have to wait every three years to see great baseball. The best players from all over 
the world come to America to play baseball because they know this is where they 
will be recognized and earn the most money. 

Major League Baseball is trying to emulate the World Cup in the creation of 
the World Baseball Classic, but the disparity between the two could not be greater. 
Soccer is more widespread than baseball, and one can find great soccer players in 
almost any country. The same cannot be said for baseball. We end up with teams, like 
Italy, Netherlands, South Africa, and Australia, which have barely any professional 
players to speak of. The great majority of the Netherlands team come from Dutch 
colonies; the Italian team is made up of a handful Italian-Americans, many of whom 
have parents who are not from Italy, in addition to South Africa and Australia who 
have a combined six players at the major league level. 

If one were to tune in to any of the World Baseball Classic games, you would 
have seen half-empty stadiums, and in some places even more so. The World Cup 
holds all of its games in one, sometimes two countries, and yet the stadiums are 
guaranteed to be full, no matter who is playing. The fact is, it is not just Americans 
who do not care; it is the entire world. 

The timing of the World Baseball Classic does not help either. The tournament 
takes place during most of March, when teams are training and preparing for the 


_ season, which causes players to be ready for the season earlier than usual. It is the 


equivalent of having a seven-month season for the players in the tournament. This 
leaves less time for players to recuperate from any injuries and fatigues. 

Although there are rules in place to prevent against injuries due to fatigue, such 
as pitch count limits, it only takes one bad pitch or one awkward motion to land a 
player on the Disabled List, something which the managers, General Managers, and 
owners of MLB teams are not happy with. Though it has not yet happened, it may 
take just one season-ending injury in the tournament to make teams reconsider al- 
lowing their players to play in the tournament. In that case, the caliber of the teams 
in the WBC, and the WBC in general would see a tremendous decline. 

In fact, Japanese star Ichiro Suzuki was recently admitted to an American hospital, 
just over a week after the completion of the World Baseball Classic, due to fatigue. 
Suzuki is, by far, the most valuable player on the Seattle Mariners, a team coming off 
one of the worst seasons in MLB history. His injury is just a precursor for what may 
happen in the future if this tournament is not stopped. This is a direct result of prema- 
ture play before the beginning of the MLB regular season, which cuts into his training 
time. The MLB regular season is perhaps the most physically and mentally exhausting 
season of professional sports. Therefore, it is completely unnecessary to have any pre- 
season, because the players do not gain additional respect from the world. 

Some have made the argument that the World Baseball Classic should be held 
in November, but this idea also has its flaws. The playoffs, which extend into the 
month of October, cause many players to return in November, who will be suffer 
ing from a great deal of fatigue due to the wear and tear of the season. After six or 
seven months of playing nearly every day, the last thing players will want to do is go 
out and play for another month. The WBC can not be held any time in the winter, 
for obvious reasons, and any idea of playing during the season is just completely 
irrational, considering how much the season would then have to be extended. The 
WBC should not stand for the World Baseball Classic. Instead, it should stand for 
“Who Bleeping Cares!” 
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By Mark Garrity, II 
& René Reyes, I 


NEWTON SouTH CoRRESPONDENT & Sports Epitor 


Now that college rejection letters 
have already arrived in the mail, I cannot 
help but ask myself that $1,000,000,000 
question: 

“Why wasn’t I really, really, really, 
really, really good at some sport when I 
was in the seventh grade?” 

I would have been guaranteed a 
scholarship by the age of thirteen and 
would not have had to stress out about 
this whole college process. 

Take Allonzo Trier for example. 

He is a 55”, 110-pound sixth grader 
from Seattle, Washington and is the 
No. 1 ranked basketball player in his age 
group in the country. Although it sounds 
somewhat silly, many scouts are following 
youth sports these days in an attempt to 
find that one star player they can mold 
into becoming the next LeBron James. 
Most scouts who have watched Trier play 
believe that he is that star. 

A major basketball website that 
tracks young basketball prospects reports 
that Trier plays with “style and punch” and 
“handles the pill [the ball] like a yo-yo.” 
He is a product of the so-called grassroots 
basketball scene and a star on the Amateur 
Athletic Union circuit. Try to remember 
that he is only 13-years-old. - 

All youth sports now operate with 
the fast-forward button on. This fast- 
forward button is especially evident when 
the kids have psychotic parents who will 
stop at nothing to see his or her kid suc- 
ceed. They take their children on road 
trips with the child’s respective team by 
the age of twelve, fly all the time, and stay 
in hotels in states that the kids have never 
even heard of. That used to only happen, 
if at all, when an athlete was talented 
enough to play at the college level. Now, 
it occurs in just about any organized sport. 


By Sancuay JAIN, IT 
ASSISTANT SPorTS Epiror 


As the 2008-2009 NBA season 
comes to a close, one of the more in- 
teresting topics is the MVP race. It has 
become a three-way race featuring the 
defending MVP, Lakers guard Kobe Bry- 
ant, Cavaliers forward LeBron James, and 
Miami Heat guard Dwayne Wade. The 
fact that LeBron and Kobe are back in the 
discussion for this award is no surprise, 
considering that they both have continued 
their stellar play from last year. D-Wade, 
however, has been struggling the last 
two years while recovering from various 
injuries, resulting in his absence in a total 
of 62 games. Perhaps the first sign that 
the former Finals MVP was really back 
and ready to explode came during the 
2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing. 
There, he unleashed a series of dynamic 
performances to lead the “Redeemed 
Team” to a gold medal. 

From that point on, Wade has not 
looked back. He currently leads the NBA 
in scoring, and has tacked on 7.5 assists, 
5 rebounds, and 2.3 steals per game as 
well. He has also put in several astound- 
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‘How Young Will Coaches Go? 


Basketball operates at a level far beyond 
that of all other sports, and in recent 
years, the attention, benefits and temp- 
tations that surround top high-school 
recruits have settled on an even younger 
group of kids. 

Trier has the swagger one would 
expect from a basketball icon, but in- 
stead of donning Nike or Adidas, he has 
his own clothing line 
emblazoned with his 
signature and per 
sonal motto: “When 
the lights come on, 
it’s time to perform.” 
His basketball socks 
are marked with ei- 
ther his nickname 
Zo, or his area code, 
206. He is expecting 
a shipment of Under 
Armour gear soon, 
thanks to Brandon 
Jennings, last year’s | 
top high school point | 
guard and nowa high” | 
ly paid pro in Italy. 

Zo is flown all 
around the country by | 
AAU teams to show- | 
case tournaments and — 
has a bunch of key | 
hookups such as free ~~ 
private-school tuition, academic tutor 
ing, and even free dental care, which he 
received from a hotshot lawyer. 

Many of the top competitors in this 
month’s NCAA basketball tournament 
along with a majority of the younger 
players in the NBA, have emerged from 
the culture that Trier inhabits. They 
develloped their reputations at all-star 
camps. Key scouts and coaches attend 
these camps, and a good showing at one 
of the camps could ensure a player a 
scholarship to just about anywhere in the 
country. To have any hope of establishing 
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winning teams, college coaches must try 
to deprogram their young stars, but only 
after flattering them (without violating 
NCAA rules of course...oops UConn) and 
granting them scholarships. 

To ensure that his basketball skills 
will continue evolving and that he will not 
become a forgotten player, Trier practices 
obsessively. A regular practice for him 
consists of making 
450 shots a day 
from various spots 
on the floor, be- 
ginning with short 
and midrange at- 
tempts, then on 
to shots from be- 
yond the three- 
point line. When 
he misses two ina 
row, he subtracts 
one from his total. 
Shots that bounce 
off or roll around 
the rim before 
going in are not 
counted. 

This is the 
type of lifestyle 
that most young 
superstars go 
through if they 
~ want to play in 
college and get a chance at the pros. They 
play in millions of tournaments and par 
ticipate in billions of coaches’ on-campus 
summer camps. 

College coaches are not allowed to 
talk with prospective high school recruits 
until June of a player’s sophomore year, 
but there are no rules regarding them talk 
ing to kids prior to high school (NCAA, 
CHECK THAT OUT). Because of this, 
in the last two years, coaches at major 
schools have offered scholarships to highly 
regarded eighth graders, which has put 
an even greater focus on players of Trier’s 


The NBA MVP Race 


ing single-game performances that have 
amazed Miami fans. For instance, D- 
Wade became only the second player in 
league history to score 40 points, grab 10 
rebounds, and block 5 shots in a single 
game, matching a feat accomplished only 
by Alvan Adams in the 1976*77 campaign. 
Wade also tied a franchise record during 
a24-point fourth quarter outburst, which 
allowed his Heat squad to come back 
from a 15-point deficit within the last nine 
minutes of the game to beat the hapless 
Knicks, 120-115. 

Far more important than individual 
accomplishments, Wade has spearheaded 
the Heat’s push to secure a spot in the 
postseason. Currently, they are the sixth 
seed in the Eastern Conference, which is 
remarkable considering how much turn- 
over and turmoil the team has endured 
in the past two years. With the addition 
of a new coach, Erik Spoelstra, and the 
loss of big man Shaquille O’Neal, accom- 
panied by the trade of Shawn Marion in 
the middle of the season, the Heat are 
still poised to remain a top contender 
for several years down the road—thanks 
mainly to Wade. 

Meanwhile, Kobe Bryant has been 


just as valuable for the Lakers this season. 
In terms of stats, Kobe’s numbers have 
dipped slightly, but he is still third in the 
league in scoring, and has averaged 5.4 
rebounds and 4.9 assists a game. Kobe, 
however, is still arguably the most-clutch 
finisher in the league and has continued 
his stellar play on the defensive side of the 
ball. His single-game feats have been stun- 
ning, including a 60-point performance 
against the lowly Knicks, the highest- 
point total ever recorded at Madison 
Square Garden and the highest scoring 
performance of the season thus far. With 
24 points, 4 rebounds, and 4 steals, Bryant 
secured co-MVP honors with Shaquille 
O’Neal at the All-Star game. The fact that, 
without Kobe, the Lakers would be just 
another Western Conference team desper- 
ately struggling for a playoff berth is most 
important in his chances to win MVP. 
Finally, we turn to LeBron James, 
who happens to be second in the league 
in scoring, adding 7.3 assists, 7.7 rebounds, 
and 1.8 steals a game, along with a league- 
high seven triple doubles. From March 10 
to March 13, James posted three consecu- 
tive triple-doubles, against the Heat, the 
Los Angeles Clippers, and the Phoenix 


age group. 

Here’s a sample of a conversation 
between a college coach and a 13-year- 
old. 

Coach: Pepe, I wanted to tell you 
that after watching you at a couple of 
camps last summer, my staff at the Uni- 
versity of the Moon thinks you're quite a 
basketball player and we'd love to see you 
wearing a University of the Moon uniform 
when you get to college. 

Pepe: College? Are you sure you got 
the right number? I’m only 13-years-old. 

Coach: Oh, I know, but a couple 
of months ago, the NCAAs legislative 
council lowered the minimum grade 
for a recruitable athlete in basketball to 
seventh grade. Until now, the rules only 
applied to the recruiting of kids in ninth 
grade and above. That’s probably because 
no one thought colleges would go after 
players younger than that, but you know 
how we coaches are. We want the best 
players, no matter how old they are. 

Pepe: You’re...uhh...weird. ’m too 
young to be talking about college. I’m 
going to hang up right now, I’ll talk to you 
when I’m 16. Peace out esé. 

Trier has been a recipient of many 
letters from top basketball colleges. 
Marcie Trier, his mother, said that she 
receives regular text messages from col- 
lege coaches, which would be an NCAA _ 
violation. : 

This whole college recruiting is just 
a full-out mess. Contacting players when 
they’re only in middle school and trying 
to give them scholarships when they're 12 
or 33 is utterly ridiculous. 

What is this world coming to? Next 
thing you'll know: ; 

A. A college coach will recruit a 
sonogram if it would help him beat out 
North Carolina and Duke for a kid. 

B. T’ll have facial hair (Mark). 

C. And I’ll shave my mustache 
(René). 


Suns. Two days after Kobe’s 60-point 
outburst, LeBron responded with the 
first 5o-point triple double since Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar did it in 1975, putting up 52 
points, 1 assists, and 9 rebounds in the 
same Madison Square Garden. In fact, 
initially, it appeared that “the King” had 
accomplished this feat against the Knicks, 
but later, the league stripped him of the 
one rebound necessary. 

Each of these three superstars 
deserves the award, but at the end of 
the day, who will receive the coveted 
MVP trophy? In my opinion, the award 
belongs to “King” James. While his stats 
are slightly lower than Wade’s in terms 
of scoring and assists, he averages more 
rebounds than D-Wade does. At the same 
time, a very critical component of the 
MVP award is the player’s contribution to 
their team, thus how “valuable” they are. 
Although all three players are invaluable 
to their team, LeBron’s Cavs still have the 
best record in the league, and this stems 
largely from the efforts of “The King.” 
This point, combined with the impres- 
sive single-game efforts and stellar stats, 
should be convincing enough to crown 
LeBron as MVP. 
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